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Issue 01 15th September 2017  

Principal’s Column  
 

Welcome back to a new school year! 

Firstly – a huge thank you to all of our families for supporting us in ensuring that we have had an incredibly 
smart start to the new academic year. Our students look fantastic in their uniform, and we are pleased to see 
that they are respecting and abiding by our uniform rules. This has meant a very positive start to the year! 
 
Summer 2017 Examination Success. 
We had a very successful August of exam results and it has been a pleasure to share the good news with all 
year groups in my start of the year assemblies. Our A level results saw incremental improvements again from 
last year, but most importantly 100% of our students gained their university choice. This meant that no-one 
awoke on results day worrying about whether they were going to need to go through the clearing process to 
find a place for this September. Many of the university courses start next week, and so we know that our ‘old’ 
ear 13 students will currently be packing their bags and getting ready to move into their university halls of resi-
dence. Good luck to each and every one of them, and please do keep in touch to let us know how you are get-
ting on. It’s inspiring for our current students to see you and hear about life at uni when you come back, so 
please do make sure you come and visit us.  
 
Not all students choose the university route though, so again it’s reassuring to know that 100% of our leavers 
have a clear destination plan; whether that is an apprenticeship or employment. This is of course testament to 
the dedication of our staff in supporting great careers education, advice and guidance throughout their time at 
Shenley. This does start in year 7, when leaving school at 18 can seem a very long way away; but all of those 
stages along the way: options choices, work experience, mock interviews with KPMG to name but a few, all of 
them are important for helping students work out what route they want to take at 18.  
 
GCSE results were just as successful, with 68% of the Y11 class of 2017 achieving 5A*-C grades and 99% of 
them achieving 5A*-G grades. Again, there was much celebration on GCSE results day, and it was pleasing to 
see the relief and pride on students’ faces, and indeed parents and carers, as they came into the 6 th form cen-
tre to collect results envelopes. There has been much in the press about the additional challenge of the new 
GCSE results, and certainly none of us have felt it more than the students themselves. To have courses 
changed during your time at school is tough. All of the class of 2017 would have been contemplating GCSE 
English coursework and only two exam papers in their GCSE maths; neither of these situations were the reality 
for them. The new GCSE English Literature and Language qualifications did not include any coursework at all 
and so students entered the exam hall knowing that everything that they  wrote made a difference to their 
grade. The new GCSE maths exam has three papers, all of which include more challenging maths than in pre-
vious years. And yet the GCSE class of 2017 rose to the challenge and walked away with more grade 4s and 
5s (where grade 4 is the equivalent of a ‘C’ grade) than ever before. The Shenley GCSE English results in par-
ticular are the best in the whole of E-ACT, which means that our students have even more to be proud of! And 
so, the bar has been set for our new Y11 – the GCSE class of 2018 as they commence the final year of their 
GCSE studies.                                                                                                                                    
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This has definitely been the topic of conversation with our new Y11 students: what can they learn from the 
GCSE class who have just left? There is no point in repeating the mistakes which they might have made – but 
there is every point in picking up the good habits and tips which made them so successful. And the earlier that 
this can happen the better. With this in mind, we would like to invite all parents and carers of current Y11 stu-
dents, who will be sitting their GCSE exams in June 2018, to attend an information evening in school on      
Tuesday 26th September at 6.00pm in the Theatre. This will be a chance for us to share some key dates and 
information with you all about the year ahead, and indeed how you can help to make this year more managea-
ble and less stressful for your son or daughter. We will be showing you useful revision websites, giving you an 
overview of the content which students will need to learn, sharing the dates which will be important in the year 
(including the prom!) so that you can help your son or daughter to pace themselves throughout the year. This 
year of preparation is very much a marathon, not a last-minute sprint to cram in knowledge, and the more infor-
mation that you have, the easier it will be for your son or daughter. I do hope to see as many Y11 parents there 
as possible. We will be sending out a separate letter to you, but I wanted to flag up that date as soon as possi-
ble. 
 
Academy priorities for 2017-18. 
 
Good attendance in school: 
Our key priorities for the academy this year have very much be drawn from our knowledge of what will help our 
students to be successful in their lives. When you attended your parent review meeting with form tutors at the 
beginning of the year, you will have reviewed your son or daughter’s attendance for the academic year. You 
signed an attendance contract with us, and we discussed the difference that attendance makes in achieving 
success in examinations. Part of our analysis of this summer’s exam results has been the correlation between 
high levels of attendance and exam success. Given that the quality of our teaching is good, that’s not really a 
big surprise; but the difference that being in school each day makes cannot be underestimated. The students 
who made the most progress from their starting point with us at the end of primary school achieved on average 
98.1% attendance. Those students who made the least progress attended only 93.06% of the time. Those who 
attended for 98% of the school year had 55 more hours of learning than those who attended 93% of the time. If 
a student only attended 90% of the time then they missed 20 school days and over 100 hours of learning. Being 
in school makes a real difference to the choices that young people can make about their future careers both at 
16 and 18.  
 
Homework: 
We are also placing the same importance on the completion of homework. Again, when we consider the com-
mon traits of those students who made the most progress from their starting at the end of primary school, they 
were the students who were committed to completing their homework, and making sure that they gave sufficient 
time to revision for synoptic exams and their full GSCE or A level exams. We have a number of online tools to 
help with homework. All students have access to the Show My Homework website. Teachers will place home-
work and resources onto the website and you can easily view them so that you can see what homework has 
been set. You don’t even have to login to the website to be able to view all of the homework which has been set 
for your son or daughter. Simply visit our school website (www.shenleyacademy.org.uk) and click on the Show 
My Homework logo at the top of any page on the website and it will direct you through to our homework web-
site. The calendar lists all of the homework set by teachers in any week, and to work out your son or daughter’s 
homework you just need to check their teaching groups in the list for each date. Again, setting up good habits of 
completing homework each night now, rather than leaving it to the last minute, will help students to manage 
their workload and make sure that they have enough time to enjoy school clubs as well as homework!                           
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Two other websites which will be in use throughout the year, and which students have or will be given access to 
are Hegarty Maths (www.hegartymaths.com) and GSCE Pod (www.gcsepod.com). 
All maths homework is set on Hegarty Maths, and it ensures that students are practising all aspects of maths on 
a regular basis. They don’t have to rely on your help either! Every homework includes a teaching video as well as 
quizzes. Please do make sure that your son or daughter watches the teaching video. Again, all of our analysis 
shows that those students who made the most progress not only in maths, but in confidence with maths, were 
those who watched the videos as well as completing the homework. There are examples of students in GCSE 
class of 2017 Y11 who thought that they would never be able to achieve the standard pass (Grade 4) in maths. 
This is the grade which every student in the UK has to achieve, otherwise they will have to repeat the exam all 
the way through 6th form or college until they do achieve it (a bit like passing a driving test!). But, with regular 
work on Hegarty Maths we saw students who were working at grade 2 improve all the way to grade 6. The com-
bination of class teaching and Hegarty Maths really built confidence and skills in maths and meant that this year’s 
GCSE maths results were the best that the department has ever achieved. To put it simply: put the hard work in 
every day and you don’t have to spend your 6th form life sitting resit GCSE maths! 
GCSE Pod is a website which will be used by students in Year 9, 10 and 11. It’s a really valuable resource and is 
really easy to use. All students need to do is visit the website: www.gcsepod.com and then click on ‘new here? 
Get started’ to set up your account. They will be asked to type in their first name, surname, date of birth and then 
start typing ‘Shenley Academy’ into school. They then choose our school and they will go onto set up a 
username and password. Once they’ve logged in they can then download and use the pods. Teachers will set 
homework and revision tasks on here, and students can get immediate feedback on the work they complete. 
There’s even an app to use the site on their iphones!  
 
Quick and easy communications 
I want to close my welcome back by reminding you that we are working to improve our communications with you 
all. If you don’t already follow the academy on twitter, please do. Our twitter name is @ShenleyOfficial, and we 
are now using this to send out quick reminders, or share news from the daily life in the academy. 
We will continue to publish our weekly newsletter, and in response to your requests will be including as much info 
in here as possible, as well as new stories from our week in the academy. We email out our newsletter each 
week, and in addition it is uploaded to the academy website so that you can read the most recent issue, as well 
as search through back issues if you want to find a particular piece of information.  
Our website is a good source of information too. We will be launching a new look for it shortly, but in the mean-
time please do visit www.shenleyacademy.org.uk for any info you need about the academy.  
This year we are also moving to making all of the payments which you make into school electronic. You are al-
ready able to pay for school dinners through the ParentPay website: www.parentpay.com and we are going to be 
using the same website for all of your payments into school. We are now in the process of re-sending out all login 
details to you – so please do make sure that you have checked your son or daughter’s school bag for your letter. 
If you don’t have a login you won’t be able to pay for school trips and visits, or any of the other items which you 
currently send in monies for. We hope that this will make life easier for you all. 
 
INSET Days 2017-18 
Finally, a confirmation of our INSET days this year, which you will already have found in the useful dates leaflet 
which was given to you at parent review meetings: 
Friday 6th October 2017, Monday 13th November 2017, Friday 22nd December 2017,  
Friday 12th January 2018, Friday 16th February 2018 
Next week I will be introducing you to the new staff in the academy, but in the meantime thank you once again for 
your support in establishing our expectations in a new academic year and I look forward to seeing many of you at 
the range of events which will take place over the course of the year. 
 
With best wishes, 
Lucy Monk, Principal  

http://www.hegartymaths.com
http://www.gcsepod.com
http://www.gcsepod.com
http://www.shenleyacademy.org.uk
http://www.parentpay.com
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Shenley Academy’s Dance Department are excited to an-
nounce their collaboration with the RDC Youth Company 
run by Artistic Director Adam Rutherford. 
 
Adam Rutherford is a dance practitioner who runs his own 
company RDC and RDC Youth specialising in contempo-
rary dance. He trained at the Laban Centre for Movement 
and Dance where he was awarded a BA (Hons) in dance 
theatre. He has performed works created by practitioners such as Matthew Bourne 

and Tamsin Fitzgerald. He has worked with many companies such as DanceXchange, 2faced Dance Company and 
West Midlands Boys Dancing Alliance where he has choreographed award winning pieces. 
 
RDC Youth is built of young dancers, male and female, who strive in dance. Their aim is to provide training to dancers 
to prepare them for conservatoire auditions and further company auditions. RDC Youth also create works tackling top-
ics that are happening around the world such as integration and politics. 
 
During the summer, I attended RDC Youth’s Summer Intensive. This was new for me as I have never attended a con-
temporary intensive before. Each day consisted of a technique class then was followed by creative classes where we 
created a piece based on integration. This work was called ‘The Wall’ as at the start and end of the dance we stood 
tight in a pack like a wall blocking a single dancer from getting through the wall. This shows that racism and integration 
is still a problem in society and around the world. The creative classes consisted of choreographing duets fitting the 
theme then piecing it together to create a final piece. From this course I have gained experience in choreographing and 
learning new contemporary phrases and techniques which I can now use in my technique classes that I am going to be 
teaching this year. 
 
The company will be providing weekly technique classes every Tuesday after school but will be by invite only. Specific 
years will have a designated time with RDC Youth Company but this will change throughout the year. If you are inter-
ested in taking part in these classes please express your interest to Miss Rowell. 
 
Courtney Walsh – Dance Ambassador 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_36_xsp_WAhXKWBQKHbVhBwwQjRwIBw&url=http://rdcyouth.com/&psig=AFQjCNHps-qA-5O07WhbN92TkAYYsg-T-Q&ust=1505297084736368
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Helping your child make even more progress…  
 
What are the changes to how teachers will mark your child’s day-to-day work? 
 
Last January 2017, I shared some information with you about how students’ day-to-day work is marked and how they receive feedback on this 
work.  I also shared information with you about four marking pilots that teachers were going to trial during the Spring and Summer terms in 
2017 to decide what was best for students and their progress with a view to making some permanent, and possibly some radical, changes.  I’d 
now like to share the outcome of these marking pilots and the decision that has been made.   
 
Inspire.  Aspire.  Achieve.  As we all know, this is Shenley Academy’s motto and underpins all that we do to support our students to gain confi-
dence, grow and succeed throughout their time with us.  In order to do this, we feel very confident, through extensive research, that we have 
found the most effective way to give students feedback on their written work that they produce daily in lessons.   
 
Previously students received written feedback from their teacher on their written work every fortnight or six lessons.  Students then would re-
spond to their teacher’s written feedback the following lesson to make improvements and hopefully make progress.  However, on average, it 
took a teacher between 3 and 5 hours to mark just ONE set of exercise books which means that written feedback was often delayed and was 
not always as timely or meaningful as it could be.  There simply is not enough hours in the day or days in the week. 
 
It has now been agreed that teachers still have the option to give students written feedback, on the work that students produce daily in lessons, 
if they feel it would benefit them.  However, teachers also have the option of reading students’ written work, regularly and timely, making notes 
using a note-taking pro forma (one per class) based on the findings of the written work of the class as a whole.  Through making just one set of 
notes, teachers can quickly and effectively see how well students are progressing in their lessons and it informs the planning of subsequent 
lessons.  Therefore, please do not be surprised if you do not see written feedback in your child’s exercise book; rest assured, it has been read; 
action has been taken, i.e. teachers have made their own notes not recorded in the exercise book, and verbal feedback has been given to your 
child.   
 
It is important to let you know that students will still receive written feedback for any formal assessments and examinations they take.   
 

The idea behind this change originated from Michaela Community School in London who have had massive success as a school, they are 

rated OUTSTANDING by Ofsted with this method of marking being specifically praised, and have even published a book: Battle Hymn of the 

Tiger Teachers – The Michaela Way.  If you are interested in reading any information on this method of giving students feedback, take a look 

at the following blog: http://mcsbrent.co.uk/english-31-10-2015-marking-is-a-hornet/ 

Finally, we asked some of our students about what they think of this change to how their day-to-day work is marked and this is what some of 

them said:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for reading and I’ll update you further at the end of this term  

Mrs Bennett 
Assistant Principal 

 

If we need to work on something, we can 
work together as a group to work it out. 

(Year 8 student) 

I feel as though it is 
more personal. (Year 7 

It’s easy to improve when they tell 
me straight away. (Year 7 student) 

It allows us to frequently 
improve / progress. 

(Year 9 & 10 students) 

I take it in better. (Year 10 
student) 

 

http://mcsbrent.co.uk/english-31-10-2015-marking-is-a-hornet/
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Safeguarding  
 

Dear parents/carers as the new term gets underway we would like to convey a couple of messages in order for us to 
maintain the high levels of safety for our students. 
 
First of all a message from West Midland Police: 
 

Police were alerted after a school girl was approached on her walk back from school by two white men in a 
small blue car just after 3.30pm on Friday 8 September on Holly Hill Road in Frankley .  

 
The men said they were friends of her mother and asked her to get in, but the girl did the right thing and de-

clined then safely made her way home, where she described what happened to her mother. 
 

Anyone with information on this incident or who has experienced a similar encounter is asked to call police on 
101, quoting log 1833 of 8 September. 

 

Secondly we are yet again really pleased by the number of students who travel to the Academy by bicycle; please be 
aware that it is your responsibility to ensure the bikes are roadworthy and that your son/daughter is wearing the correct 
safety equipment.  
 

We did have a number of complaints from members of the public last term about the dangerous behaviour some stu-

dents were exhibiting when cycling to and from the Academy; please be aware that if we feel that students are putting 

themselves or others at risk with their behaviour we will have to consider banning them from bringing their bikes to 

school. 

Mr Willshaw 

Vice Principal/ Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Photograph Orders 
The deadline for ordering your child’s photograph via the school is Thursday 28rd September 2017. However, following 
the instructions on the order form, you are able to order photographs online directly through Tempest.  
 
If your child was absent when the photographs were taken, there will be a second opportunity for their photograph to be 
taken, the date of which will be confirmed.  
 
Miss Blanchette, Pastoral Support Manager 
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Week Beg:  
Monday 18th September 2017 

Will Be:  
Week  One 

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
International Day of Peace  

DEAR  
Period 1 


