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Headteacher  Column  
 

And we have made it to the Christmas break! I’m hoping that you are reading this in a quiet 5 minutes, away from the hustle and bus-
tle of getting ready for the big day. 
 
It’s been a packed final week of term – all the more so because it feels like we are still catching up from the poor weather last week. 
The snow was bad enough – but the icy roads which followed on Friday last week caused mayhem for many of you on your way to 
school. I feel that it is only fair to let you know that if you were not able to make it school last Friday because of the icy conditions, and 
you let us know that this was the reason for absence / lateness, that we will use the same attendance code as we did for the snow 
days. In essence this means that your son or daughter is not disadvantaged in any of our attendance rewards and prizes because of 
the weather. The ice was almost certainly worse on Friday than it had been on Wednesday and Thursday, and the problems with 
buses in our local area meant that many of you were either not able to make it to school at all or very incredibly late. 
 
It’s certainly been warmer this week and this has meant that all of our planned events have been able to go ahead. Those of us who 
attended the Music Concert on Monday evening enjoyed a wide and varied selection of music, all performed to an incredibly high 
standard. Huge congratulations go to those students who performed. Whether they have been playing for 8 lessons or 5 years, the 
standard of performances was impressive. A huge thank you to Mrs Wiggan and Mr Horgan for all of their work in leading the music 
lessons and clubs; and of course, thanks also to the rest of the peripatetic teachers and performing arts staff for helping to make it all 
happen. Mrs Wiggan will be leaving us at the end of January to start her new career in West Midlands Police Force, so it was her final 
concert with us and I know that it meant a lot to her that we were able to say thank you and good bye with such a fantastic concert.  
 
The concert was also an opportunity for Charlie Brayshaw to kick off his fundraising to get to the World Scout Jamboree in North 
America in 2019. Thank you to all of you who bought raffle tickets for his impressive array of prizes. We have drawn the winning tick-
ets and will be in touch if you are lucky enough to be holding a winning ticket. Please also see the list of tickets and prize winners 
later in this newsletter. If you don’t manage to come in and collect your prize this side of Christmas, please don’t worry we will keep 
them safely in school until the new term when you can come and collect your prize from reception. This will be the first of many 
events which we hold to support Charlie in his quest to make it to North America for the jamboree. 
 
Thank you also to all of our families who supported both the Christmas Jumper event for Save the Children and also the request to 
support homeless charities: we have been able to send packages to both St Basil’s and to homeless shelters across the city, provid-
ing food and warm blankets and clothing to those who need them most at this time of the year.  
 
Tuesday evening was our Awards Evening for last year’s Y11, 12 and 13 and it was lovely to see students who have left the academy 
return to collect their awards, and meet up with old friends. Just as lovely as seeing how many of our current students collect their 
achievement awards for this term in our college awards assemblies. Congratulations to all of you who have upheld the academy core 
values to inspire, aspire and achieve this term. There are far too many of you to name in my end of term letter, but I am very proud of 
your contribution to the academy this term. 
 
I am sure that the next two weeks will be full of good quality family time, and I would like to wish every one of you a safe and happy 
Christmas break. We will return to school on Monday 8th January at the normal time of 08.35am. A reminder that this is the time that 
tutor time starts and so all students should aim to be in the academy a minimum of 5 minutes before then.  
 
Season greetings to one and all and I look forward to seeing you all in 2018 
 
 
With best wishes, 

Lucy Monk, Headteacher 
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Autism Parent Course  
 
We will be working with the Communication and Autism team over the coming weeks to hold a 6 session parent course for 
the parents of our students who have been diagnosed with an Autistic Spectrum Condition. The sessions will cover a num-
ber of different topics such as sensory and communication issues.  
 
We hope that by working closely with outside agencies and parents that we can offer continued support for our ASC stu-
dents to ensure we achieve the best possible outcomes. 
 
Parents have already been issued with invitations to the event however if you are a parent of a child with a diagnosis 
please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further information. 
 
 

 
Miss Castrell, Assistant SENCO 

Week Beg:  
Monday 8th January 2018 

Will Be:  
Week  Two  

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
New Years Resolutions  

DEAR  
Period 4 

 

Spring Term Diary Dates  
 
Monday 8th January 2018:  
Students return to school 8.35am 
Wednesday 10th January 2018:  
Sixth Form Open Evening 
Friday 12th January 2018:  
 E-ACT Training Day: students 
are not required to attend school.  


