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Headteacher  Column  
 

Wow, wow, wow! I’ve just got home from spending the evening watching ‘Dance Fusion’ and quite frankly 
if you didn’t manage to get a ticket for either of the performances this week, then you missed an absolute 
treat. I described my feelings to the audience as a rollercoaster of emotions: from absolute unadulterated 
joy of a piece like ‘Happiness’, to the emotion of the finale dedicated to the Mental Health Foundation, 
the array of pure talent on show this evening was a joy to behold. There’s lots of debate in education at 
the moment about the fact that many schools have taken the decision to reduce the amount of arts      
education which pupils are able to access. Not so at Shenley! We know how important access to        
creativity is in enriching our pupils’ experience in our school. What did I see tonight? The outcome of 
hours of practice, dedication, discipline, team work, creative thought, technical ability and raw talent. 
Without the time on our timetable to spark that excitement about Dance how do pupils even start to think 
about whether this might be something that they want to try? That alone tells me that keeping dance on 
our curriculum is a non-negotiable. The joy on our pupils faces? The pride which we felt as we watched 
them? That seals it for me! Thank you Miss Rowell and Mrs Edie-Pabla for your commitment and       
dedication to developing that amazing talent – we really appreciate the hours which you put in to making 
it happen! 
 
The show this evening was supporting the Mental Health Foundation, marking the fact that next week is 
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week. Mental Health charity: Place2Be first organised this week in 
2015, and this year they are celebrating the theme of #BeingOurselves. Without a doubt we saw a group 
of pupils this evening who were proud to be themselves! But I equally know the self-doubt which plagues 
so many young people in our world today, and that being prepared to be yourself is no easy task. With 
the constant onslaught of social media, that peer pressure which used to be limited to the time when you 
were actually in the company of your peers now surrounds you 24/7 if you allow it to. And that’s a key 
phrase: if you allow it to. It’s no co-incidence that safer internet day 2018 also falls next week – and we 
will be working with our pupils to make sure that they are left under no illusions about the link between 
sensible, appropriate and timely use of the internet and their mental health. Be kind, be thoughtful – and 
share respect for one another…. And yourself online this safer internet day: Tuesday 6th February 2018. 
 
With best wishes 
Lucy Monk 
Headteacher 
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The Shenley Academy Ski Course 2018  
Torgon, Switzerland 

“A week of challenges, resilience and determination but most importantly enjoyment and success.” 
On Friday 26th January, students returned from the outstanding ski resort of Torgon, Switzerland following a fantastic 
week’s skiing. For a number of students this was an opportunity to return to a resort where they had previously overcome 
challenges and have fond memories of succeeding on the slopes. For others this was a new experience, one which was 
exciting as well as nerve racking due to a challenging skiing environment which acted as their classroom for the duration 
of the week.  
 
Throughout the course of a physically demanding and challenging week, it was fantastic to witness each of the 11 Shen-
ley Academy students who attended the trip overcome individual challenges. Every one of them demonstrated individual 
determination and resilience from each day to the next; refusing to give up and continuing to show a positive mind-set to 
improve and develop their skiing capabilities. I was extremely proud of each of the students who attended the course in 
the manner they conducted themselves in Torgon as well as the respect each of them demonstrated towards the other 
students, instructors and every member of staff at the resort. They should feel proud of the challenges which each of 
them overcome and the progress made in their individual skiing abilities. 
 
Upon our safe return a number of students described the week as “amazing and a fantastic experience”, another “yet 
another enjoyable week of skiing!”  
 
Once again a huge well done to all students who attended. It was a pleasure to spend the week with each of you! 

The Shenley ski course will be running again next year, this time to a brand new resort  Crans-Montana, Switzerland. 

For those interested in being part of this incredible experience listen out for more information coming soon.  

 

Forename Surname Form 

Harrison Bates N5 

Annalise Franklin N7 

Lewis Fullilove N5 

Sophie Lake J4 

Alex Hughes V8 

Kai Horton S3 

Gabrielle Milton J7 

Benjamin Ridley N2 

Amelia Taylor J4 

Joseph Taylor   

Alfie Wooldridge J7 

Mr Coy, Ski Trip Leader  
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Week Beg:  
Monday 29th January 2018 

Will Be:  
Week  Two  

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

Resilience 
 Is:  

DEAR  
Period 3 

Spring Term Diary Dates  
 
Wednesday 7th February 2018:  
Year 9 HPV Injections 
 
Wednesday 7th February 2018 -4.30pm—7pm:  
AAG Meeting  
 
Thursday 15th February 2018:  
Academy Closes for Half Term 3pm  
 
Friday 16th February 2018:  
E-ACT Regional Training Day 
(students not in school)  
 
Monday 26th February 2018:  
Academy re-opens Spring 2 Term– 8.35am  


