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Issue 28 - 25th May 2018

Headteacher Column

A busy half term has of course called for a busy last week of a half term!
Y11 students have had a greater number of exams this week and our congratulations 
go to all of them on their attitude towards their studies. This year group will have more 
GCSE papers to sit than any other year group has ever had to contend with – and 
this week saw their longest exam as well – and their attitude has been excellent. The 
Department for Education no longer authorises schools to be able to give students 
study leave, and so all students are expected to be in school for all of their lessons 
when they are not in exams. This is exactly as it should be as it means that teachers 
can support revision right up to the point of the exam in their subject, and so I would 
ask all parents and carers of Y11 students to ensure that they continue to be here 
in school, on time, all the way through the exam period. Focussed revision is the key 
to success and as each paper in a subject passes it means that teachers are able to 
analyse what topics are likely to come up on the next paper. Don’t miss out on that 
vital information through poor attendance – please be here every day!
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Headteacher Column

With the end of exams though comes thoughts of celebration and of course our prom! 
This year it will be held at Edgbaston Cricket Ground and promises to be a lovely night 
of celebration, fine food and dancing. There are only a very few remaining tickets, so 
if you have put it off until the last minute to get your ticket then please make sure that 
you see Mrs Benham on your return after half term to try and secure one of the last 
seats in the house.

We celebrated all things Weoley Castle on Wednesday evening here at Shenley. Last 
year we were honoured to be able to take part in the Love Weoley Castle Festival, 
and this year we have supported the Love Weoley Castle Awards Evening through 
sponsorship of the event and performances. We worked with the Love Weoley Castle 
committee to put in a funding bid to support the event, through our academy trust 
sponsors: E-ACT. As an E-ACT academy we are committed to our core values of think 
big, do the right thing and team spirit, and the awards evening was an opportunity 
for us to support our local team in saying thank you to those in our community who 
do the right thing for friends and family.

The evening started with catering provided by the Real Junk Food Project, and was then 
a joyful celebration of positivity from all areas of life in Weoley Castle. We celebrated 
good neighbours, those who have been tireless in their commitment to keeping our 
local amenities going, and family members who have support one another through 
the good times and the bad. It was touching to see how much it means to say thank 
you – and just how surprised individuals were not only to have been nominated but 
to receive the award. I really hope that we will be able to support this event again.

And so, it only leaves me to wish you all a happy, sunshine filled bank holiday and half 
term holiday, and remind you that we will be start again at 08.35am on Monday 4th 
June! I look forward to seeing you all then! Until then enjoy a bumper edition of our 
newsletter!

With best wishes

Lucy Monk
Headteacher
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Safeguarding Information

You do not need 
super powers to 
maintain 100% 

attendance. Though 
you will be 

considered a 
superhero by your 
form and college at 
the end of the term! 

Attendance Information

We have been advised by CEOP & the National Crime 
Agency that there is a ‘Company’ called “Safebook UK” 
who appear to consider themselves online protection 
‘enforcers’.

They appear to be identifying young people on Apps 
(specifically an app called “BIGO”) and then contacting 
schools to bring a concern to their attention about their 
pupils.

This appears to be a major scaremongering exercise and causing a lot of concern to 
schools, parents and pupils.

The Authorities are aware of the activities of “Safebook UK” and if this Company 
should contact a School, they should not engage with them and report any matters 
to their local Police.



      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   

Presentation Matters at Shenley Academy

We have high expectations for all of our students at Shenley Academy and we like all 
students to take pride in their work; this includes how they present their work.  All of our 
classrooms display a poster to remind students about the importance of presentation.

Students need to remember to:

Begin their writing near the margin in order to keep their 
presentation neat and tidy.

Place any numbering neatly in the margin. 

Always use capital letters and full stops appropriately.

Always make handwriting clear and easy to read.

Always use a blue or black pen for writing.  Red pen for Reteach 
lesson and self or peer-assessment.

Always use a pencil for drawing.

Presentation matters because it shows that a student cares about their work and their 
learning; they are taking pride in what they produce.  Students may need to look back at their 
work to revise for upcoming examinations so having neatly presented and well organised 
work will help them with this.  

With that in mind, please could you check that your child has 
the following equipment:

Blue or black biro
Red biro
Pencil
Pencil Sharpener
Rubber 
Ruler

Mrs Bennett
Assistant Principal
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Performing & Creative Arts
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Creative Media Day at University of Birmingham 

On Wednesday 23rd May, 7 students in Year 10 went on 
a trip to the University of Birmingham to learn more about 
Creative Media. We had an amazing time and we learnt 
a lot about the different aspects of creative media such 
as producing, editing, lighting, shooting and creating. We 
also had the chance to work with university students. 
Creating the film was the best part, we all got to star 
in a mini film which showed the differences between 
secondary school and university. 
During the day we had the opportunity to find out a plethora of things that happen 
whilst at university including course information, studying abroad and the range of 
societies on offer. A couple of students also had the chance to work with the camera 
equipment.
After lunch, we observed our film being edited in a 
professional editing suite. We learnt how to use the 
software to turn recordings and videos into a realistic 
looking film. Music and voice-overs were used to enhance 
our film.
Next, we listened to professionals from all across the 
UK who work in creative media, including a BBC radio 
presenter, producers, researchers and runners. 
They spoke to us about their careers, previous jobs and opportunities they have had. 
We listened to stories about working with podcasters, Gordon Ramsay, producing 
the TV programme Gogglebox and YouTubers such as Zoella and Joe Sugg. We all 
had a lot of questions to ask them!

Finally, there was a competition between the four schools 
invited on the trip, including Shenley, regarding who had 
created the best film. The films were all incredibly funny, 
and although we didn’t win, we had a really great time 
making the film and our film was really great. 
I was so glad to go on this trip and it has made me think 
about all the amazing opportunities at university.

Karla Ford S5
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Top Left: The students working with a professional director to create their own short 
film in the University’s Studio!

Top Right: Our panel of professionals in the creative media field, including a BBC 
radio presenter, ITV producers, and researchers. 

Bottom Left: Our Year 10s listening to a lecture designed for first year students 
studying creative media at the University of Birmingham. 

Bottom Right: The students asking questions during the Q&A with the careers panel.
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Emerge Leadership, an established education company based in 
Birmingham in the UK has been successfully running a mentoring 
programme in Shenley Academy during the Spring term of 2018, to 
help make a difference to students perspectives and attitudes. 
The Emerge approach to leadership development is based upon their 
extensive research into organisational culture and what it takes for 
individuals to become effective, high performing, influential leaders. 
The programme is delivered by best-selling author and the founder of 
Emerge Leadership, Errol Lawson and a team of highly skilled mentors. 
Errol has an interesting story of being involved in gangs as a teen, and 
having turned his life around to become an author, pastor and serial entrepreneur. Errol and his 
team have a unique ability to connect with students and challenge and transform their thinking. 
They know what it’s like to be in their shoes and he knows what it takes to turn it around.

The programme is tailored to the needs of the young people. Some of the topics covered include: 
Developing healthy relationships, goal setting, taking responsibility, communication skills, managing 
conflict and much more.

Emerge Leadership
What our students have to say:
The students said that the programme is definitely not what they expected- in a good way! They 
were expecting the sessions to be boring, perhaps a teacher telling them what they can or can’t do, 
or insisting that they go to University. However this was not the case, the students were surprised 
to find the sessions were relevant, helpful and inspiring. They found the sessions were memorable 
and applicable to day to day life. For example, the coaches gave advice and suggestions to the 
students regarding conflict; how to stay calm in demanding situations and how to deal with different 
circumstances in life, which all the students found useful for their future. 

The Emerge Leadership programme covers a range of different topics including conflict and respect, 
communication and responsibility.  The sessions are designed to help students develop a sense of 
perspective and positive attitudes towards others.  The programme is also designed to develop 
relationships, both at home and within school, helping students to realise their own potential, 
particularly in school. 

The students agreed unanimously that the coaches gave excellent advice that was both useful and 
relevant.  In the words of one participant “Alex and Natasha (the coaches) give good advice. I have 
learnt to walk away in negative situations and how to deal with them”.  

One student commented that his confidence has improved throughout the sessions, especially 
when talking to others or new people. Another student mentioned that he has learnt how to “deal 
with anger better, and is calmer in stressful situations”. 

All students I spoke to agreed that they would like to continue this next year and would recommend 
the programme to other students. 
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MyTutor is a new initiative at Shenley Academy, funded by Aimhigher Plus, designed 
to boost confidence and abilities of Year 11 students in maths and English, in 
preparation for their upcoming GCSEs.

MyTutor matches school pupils with inspiring students from the UK’s top universities 
to provide online, one-to-one tuition once a week over a 12 week period.

The tutors are uniquely qualified to provide support to school learners: they have 
succeeded in their recent exams, have up-to-date personal knowledge of exam 
syllabuses, and can act as peer mentors to their students. They work to support 
the work that teachers do in class by targeting the individual needs of their pupils, 
ensuring that every student reaches their potential.

My Tutor Review

During the Spring Term, a group of Year 11 students, including myself, were given the 
amazing opportunity to take part in a MyTutor programme in order to give us some 
extra support with our maths and English skills. 

My programme consisted of participating in one to one maths sessions online with my 
own personal tutor. It is almost like using Facetime™ as you can see your tutor on the 
screen and hear them through a headset, as well as using an interactive whiteboard 
on your computer screen to ensure you show all your workings and fully understand 
the topic you are working on. 

Personally, I found the MyTutor sessions very beneficial and I am now confident on 
many different maths topics.  I love the fact that you had freedom to choose what 
types of questions you wanted support with. 

Whilst supportive, the programme was challenging and intense throughout, however 
I really enjoyed it and I am grateful for this opportunity. It was definitely worth doing 
and I would recommend MyTutor other students. 

Jess Hill
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Recipe of the week
Cheesy Scones

Ingredients

250g self raising flour
1x5ml spoon mustard powder
40g butter or margarine
75g hard cheese
125ml semi-skimmed milk

Equipment 

Non-stick baking tray (lined), weighing scales, sieve, mixing bowl, measuring spoons, 
grater, chopping board, palette knife, measuring jug, flour dredger, rolling pin, scone 
cutter, pastry brush, cooling rack.

Method

1. Preheat the oven to 220oC or gas mark 7.
2. Prepare a baking tray, e.g. greased and lined.
3. Sieve the flour and mustard into the bowl.
4. Rub in the butter or margarine into the flour until it resembles breadcrumbs.
5. Grate the cheese.
6. Stir in the cheese.
7. Make a well in the middle of the flour and carefully pour in the milk. (Save just a 

little of the milk.)
8. Mix to form a soft dough.
9. Place the dough on a lightly floured work surface.
10. Roll out the dough to about 1½cm thick.
11. Shape the scones using a cutter.
12. Place the scones on a baking tray and brush each top with a little milk.
13. Bake for 12-15 minutes, until golden brown.
14. Allow to cool on a cooling rack.

Top tips
• To make fruit scones, add 25g sugar and 75g currants or sultanas before the milk 

and leave out the cheese. 
• Traditionally, fluted scone cutters are used for sweet scones and plain cutters for 

savoury scones. 
• You could experiment with different flavourings by adding herbs or spices.
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Innovation, Communication & Enterprise (ICE)

MasterChef Shenley 2018

Are you a budding chef?

Want to represent your form and college?

Want to be Shenley Academy MasterChef champion?

More details to follow.  Watch this space...
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Physical Education & Health
Year 10 Football – 7 aside Blues Cup at St Andrews

Year 10 performed admirably in this tournament which was played at the home of 
Birmingham City FC. Teams were split into groups of four with the hope of playing 
well enough to qualify for the knock out stages. The 7 aside pitches were very tight 
and Shenley adapted really well to this. They won their first game against Small Heath 
1-0 thanks to some great team play in both attack and defence and won following 
a great strike and goal by Leo Glenn. The second game followed against Rockwood 
Academy. Shenley did all of the pressing although were caught out a few times on 
the break after loose passes. The match finished 0-0 which put the boys in a great 
position to qualify. Year 10 finished their group games with a  fully deserved 1-0 win 
against Saltley, with the goal being scored by Charlie Greenway. This left Shenley at 
the top of their group and into the quarter finals.

 In the quarters against City Academy where Shenley 
looked really sharp and scored early through another 
great strike by Leo Glenn. However, after this goal, 
the boys lost a bit of concentration and with just 1 
minute to play, an unmarked player on the edge of 
the box smashed in the equaliser to make it 1-1. The 
match went to penalties which Shenley lost and were 
left to rue what might have been.
 

Great commitment and respect were shown 
throughout by the Shenley boys and they were a 
pleasure to take to the tournament.
 

Team: Sam Quested, Will Longley, Ben White, Ben 
Ridley, Aaron Stewart-Boyles, Charlie Greenway, 
Josh Fletcher, Lewis Farrell, Leo Glenn, Mackenzie 
Morgan.

Mr Vaughan
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Physical Education & Health
Year 7 Football - District Championships Final

Shenley Academy 1 v 2 Bartley Green 

The year 7 boys ended their season at Wast Hills (Birmingham City FC training 
ground) in the district cup final. The occasion was fantastic with great support for 
both teams at an incredible venue with a pristine surface to play on. The performance 
of both teams matched the quality of the pitch and it was a great spectacle for all of 
the parents, teachers and siblings that were there watching. 

It was a really close game with Bartley winning 2-1, although Shenley came close to 
equalising towards the end of the game. 

Well done to all students involved. You have been part of an extremely positive first 
season of football here at Shenley. Let’s aim for even more success next year.

Mr Stimpson



      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   

Physical Education & Health

Premier League Girls Football

The Albion Foundation – The Hawthorns Pitch Day 

Well done, to the U15 Girls football team who participated in the Hawthorns Pitch 
Day Tournament. The festival was well organised with twenty schools attending the 
event. 

Shenley were placed in a group with three other schools and played a series of 10 
minute matches against all teams. All of the girls participated with enthusiasm and 
determination at what was a fun day focussed on participation and enjoyment of 
girl’s football. Shenley won their group on the day however the ethos was taking part 
and celebrating girl’s football so there were no finals held on the day. 

Well played to all!

Team: Aimee Ballantyne, Megan Donohoe, Chloe Baker Duthie, Shannon Crawford, 
Paris Picken, Olivia Owen, Charlotte Lane.

Miss Don Carolis
PE Department
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Physical Education & Health

Year 10 Girls Basketball-Final

Shenley Academy 5   VS   12   Bishop Challoner

Well done, to the year 10 girls’ basketball 
team who successfully reached the all 
Birmingham school finals against Bishop 
Challoner. The first quarter saw Shenley 
take an early lead with Paris Picking netting 
the first basket of the game, followed by 
another basket scored by Ellie Tipper. 
Shenley worked hard for the remainder of 
the first quarter to protect and build their 
lead, however, Bishop Challoner were also 
going strong and managed to score a basket 
just before half time, nevertheless, Shenley 
were still leading 4-2. Bishop Challoner 
also started the third quarter strong in an 
attempt to come back into the game but 
Shenley continued to defend well which 
meant they went into the final quarter still leading. Unfortunately, the girls began 
to tire and Bishop Challoner capitalised on this and eventually won the game 12-5. 
Shenley should be proud of their performance. 

Well done girls!

Team: Paris Picken, Elleci Johnson-Coombs, Courtney Bates, Rushen Kantungenza, 
Charlotte Lane, Saiyra Ali, Ellie Tipper.

Miss Don Carolis
PE Department
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Mercury College

Welcome to Mercury News!

I have been lucky enough to work with Mercury College students and staff for over 
three years; the form tutors and college staff work incredibly hard to support our 
students and encourage them to be the best version of themselves. The day to day 
activities are amazing with students taking part in many different events and extra 
curricular opportunities such as involvement in sports teams and dance events. The 
year to date is incredibly positive with many students really raising their game to 
achieve and support one another. It is amazing to see Mercury students continue 
to flourish year on year. The highlights for 2017-18 so far have been; our year 10 
students completing excellent and exciting work placements; Year 8 taking part and 
challenging their comfort zones in Aberdovey; and how incredibly proud I am to see 
how well our year 7 students have settled in and become such a strong part of the 
college.

Student Leadership 

This term Shenley Academy has been working hard towards appointing student 
leaders, this would include leaders for Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. As part of 
this exciting change the roles will include Head Girl and Boy as well as supporting 
Ambassadors. Students were shortlisted based on their superb applications and 
interviews were held recently. The students that put themselves forward for this 
deserve a huge amount of praise as these are young people that want to contribute 
and support the Academy as a whole.

As a College we feel incredibly proud that THREE of our fantastic students that put 
themselves a forward have been appointed as part of the Student Leadership. 
I am pleased to share the following appointments;

A HUGE CONGRATUATIONS and well done to the above named students but all that 
went for the various roles, a real well done. I look forward to the exciting changes that 
they will support and suggest!

Key Stage 4 Head Boy:
Nathaniel Mason-Burns (M7)

Ambassador:
Elicia Ali (M2)

Key Stage 4 Head Girl: 
Sophie Windridge (M8) 
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Mercury College

Mental Health Poster Competition

As you are aware it is becoming increasingly important that we 
recognise and acknowledge our own and other peoples mental 
health. We know the importance of sharing and supporting 
each other through such challenges. As an Academy we take 
it incredibly seriously and consider it essential to continue to 
raise the importance of mental health and our young people 
taking about it. 
There were some amazing entries into the poster competition 
and one of the very excellent entries and winners was NADINE 
TALIB of M7. Huge congratulations to all students who entered!

Word of the Week

As you are aware we have Words of the Week, where students are set various words 
relating to themes and numeracy and are tasked with creating fabulous sentences 
using the words. Mercury has recently been winning many titles linked to this 
competition and we are incredibly proud! I wanted to take the time to mention a 
few names and forms that have made an outstanding contribution to this weekly 
challenge!

Student winners of the term:
 
• Louis Davis (M9)
• Stacy West (M9)
• Bowyn O’Driscoll (M9)
• Nathaniel Mason-Burns (M7)
• Harry Collins (M7)
• Kaden Brownhill (M1) 

Forms to congratulate this term:

• M9
• M7 
• M6
Well done and thank you for your continued contribution and efforts in taking part in 
this weekly competition. 
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Mercury College

Attendance Matters

Sophie Gillman – 100% Attendance Competition Winner – JD voucher

Huge congratulations to Sophie Gillam of M5 who is  
the winner of one of our Attendance competitions. 

Sophie achieved 100% attendance for the whole of 
last term. 

WELL DONE!

Year 11

The form tutors and I would like to take the opportunity to wish our year 11 students 
all the best for their examinations. We know how hard you have worked and I look 
forward to hearing about the result successes on Results Day! Good Luck!

100% Attendance Top Achievement points
Ke-Anna Brookes Mercury 5 Katie Andrews Mercury 6
Robert Brown Mercury 9 Kieron Brindley-Johnston Mercury 1
Lillie-Mai Cole Mercury 3 Robert Brown Mercury 9
Milton Domingos Mercury 8 Callie Carter Mercury 9
Jack Eccleston Mercury 6 Rebecca Edwards-Williams Mercury 4
Dominic Gamble Mercury 9 Sammy Graham Mercury 2
Sophie Gillam Mercury 5 Chloe Mitton Mercury 1
Molly Gilman Mercury 4 Brunami Nkuakala Mercury 5
Kaira Jacobs Mercury 2 Dylan Penn Mercury 7
Brunami Nkuakala Mercury 5 Rumaysa Raja Mercury 5
Matthew O’Brien Mercury 10 Ellie Russell Mercury 1
Thomas Reid Mercury 6 Joshua Sutton Mercury 3
Rebecca White Mercury 4 Jack Westmorland Mercury 9
Leonie Whitton Mercury 7 Charlotte Whittaker Mercury 1

Stars of the Week

I look forward to another exciting and positive term!
Miss Pownall
Head of Mercury College
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Eligibilty Criteria
All students are eligible for the end of half term reward events and end of term Drayton 
Manor trips regardless of previous negative logs or lower attendance. 
Students have had their negative logs re-set back to 0 and their attendance will be 
for this term.
You will need, over the next 6 weeks, less than 10 negative logs to have the opportunity 
to access the reward trip. 
You will have a greater opportunity to join the trip, the lower your negative log count 
is and the higher your attendance, and positive log counts are.
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In line with the introduction of new legislation (the General Data Protection Regulation), 
we are contacting pupils and parents / carers to ensure we have the proper consent 
to hold any biometric data in compliance with the updated legal requirements.

The deadline has now passed for you to return your biometric consent form. 

Until you return the completed consent form, your child will not be able to allocate 
funds to their meal account in school and if you wish for them to continue to purchase 
food from the school canteen, you will need to use ParentPay to top up your account.

Should you wish to reactivate your account you will need to bring a signed consent 
form to Mr Long (a copy can be downloaded via the link below).

For those of you who haven’t yet activated your ParentPay account, please email 
ilong@shenleyacademy.org.uk for your ParentPay username and password.

E-ACT Biometric Consent Form and Information Notice

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   



      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   

Diary Dates! - w/b 04/06/2018
Academy Timetable - week 1
DEAR - period 1

Tues 5th June Tennis leadership training - selected y7-10 students

Tues 5th June 2.00pm - 4.00pm - Mini Red Tennis (Primary Competition)

Weds 6th June FA Level 1 Coaching Award Course

Thurs 24th May ‘Speak Out’ Regional Final at Birmingham University

Fri 25th May Primary Tri-Golf Competition

Please check the website for the full exams timetable: 
http://shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-info/examination-information/


