
      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   

Issue 32 - 29th June 2018

Headteacher Column

I’m starting my newsletter again this week with the news of another fantastic 
performance from Shenley pupils. This week has been full of them!

Let me tell you firstly about the KS3 Musical: ‘Brave New World’ written by our very 
own Head of Drama: David Page. Pupils were encouraged to come along to KS3 
Musical rehearsals to prepare them for the major musical production which will take 
place in 2019. Learning the skills required to act, sing and dance all at the same time, 
whilst engaging the audience and convincing them of the story line is no easy task. 
Our pupils made it look simple though. A tight ensemble of pupils from across Y7 to 
Y9 told the story of ‘outcast’ Brittany, who falls asleep, dreams of other worlds and 
then wakes up to the knowledge that it shouldn’t matter what others think of you – 
you should just be you - for you! A professional and convincing performance from all 
our pupils means that we can be confident that our major production next year will be 
in good hands! The Performing and Creative Arts team will be announcing the title of 
our next production next week – so stay tuned to hear all about it – and then watch 
out for newsletter updates for auditions, rehearsals and of course tickets to come and 
see the show for yourself!

Showcased into the same evening was a Y10 performance from our BTEC Drama 
students. It was a huge contrast of subject matter, tone and emotion. ‘4.48 Psychosis’ 
by Sarah Kane is a play written to explore the key issues of mental health. Y10 pupils 
used this as the stimulus for a devised piece, written and created by the group. They 
wanted to challenge modern views on mental illness and their version certainly did 
just that. A beautifully devised piece, which really showcased the talents of each of 
the performers, it finished with a stunningly directed piece of music, with all of the 
pupils bringing information leaflets to the audience about support services for those 
experiencing difficulties with their own mental health. I’m not ashamed to admit 
that the heartfelt emotion of the piece and exceptional performances from all the 
performers brought a tear to my eye, and I know that I wasn’t alone in the audience. 
A truly exceptional piece of work – well done!
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Headteacher Column

You do not need 
super powers to 
maintain 100% 

attendance. Though 
you will be 

considered a 
superhero by your 
form and college at 
the end of the term! 

Performance in the catering room has also been amazing this week. We are currently 
part-way through the college Masterchef competition, organised and led by Ms 
Bhandal, our Food Technology teacher. Each college has put forward teams of chefs, 
from across all year groups, with 1 hour and 15 minutes to produce two courses. 
The range of menus has been amazing! We’re now 3/5ths of the way through the 
heats, with the final colleges ready to cook this week. The grand final will see one 
wining team from each of the colleges going head to head with each other to produce 
a menu which will test a range of their skills. Every single dish which I’ve had the 
honour tasting so far has been of an incredibly high standard: it’s felt like a visit to a 
range of top quality restaurants as I’ve worked my way around the different tasting 
stations, and so it’s been very tough decision deciding which group makes it through 
to the final each time. I think one of the most impressive aspects though has been 
how independent each team has been. Seeing them chose their menus and then 
follow them to the letter, including deciding on the presentation of their dishes has 
been testament to the value which each form group places on developing teams 
across the year groups. Congratulations to each of the groups who have cooked over 
the last two weeks, and of course good luck to those of you cooking this week! I look 
forward to seeing you in the final on Friday 13th July.

And finally, performance has been the name of the game today in Sports Day! I took 
the decision earlier in the week to work with Mr Vaughan and the PE team to fit our 
races into the cooler part of the day so that we could all enjoy the races, without too 
much discomfort. It’s been a brilliant day all round. Again, to see such sportsmanship 
and the value which the whole school places on working as a team is brilliant. The 
competition between the colleges was fierce today, with each valuing their competitors 
whether they placed first or last in their race: playing your part in contributing to the 
overall college score was the more important aspect of the day. Congratulations to 
Neptune College though as they walk away with the College trophy for the second 
year in a row. You certainly had the loudest cheerleading squad, and so maybe the 
other colleges need to look at this as a tactic for next year!

Thank you for supporting us in making this as a safe and happy day: all of those in 
attendance came with sun cream, water and a sensible attitude towards staying safe 
in the sun. 

With best wishes,

Lucy Monk
Headteacher
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Mathematics Mathematics

Session 3: The aim of the session was to promote students’ 
confidence and their ability to present to a group. Each group were 
provided with a mathematical key development and then had time to 
plan a presentation to persuade and sell their item to the rest of the 
group. The presentations were delivered in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ style 
with students voting on which mathematical development they felt 
the world couldn’t live without. All of our students attempted the 
task with great maturity, desire and respect. Ultimately, there could 
only be one winner, and with an excellent delivery on the importance 
of the binary system the winners were Emanuel Dobrashian-Yates 
and Nathaniel Mason-Burns. 

Well done!

The Aim Higher facilitators commented on how well every student presented 
themselves throughout the day and said how impressed they were with the level of 
resilience and problem solving abilities that were demonstrated, and this is something 
I would like to echo. 

Congratulations to all the students that participated:
Sairya Ali, Anya Allen, Sophie Belsay, Thomas Clemmens, Jack Cooper, Ellie Cosgrove, 
Mitchell Davis, Emanuel Dobrashian-Yates, Angelle Dodd, Brandon Grainger, Jake 
Henn, Libby Mabley, Nathaniel Mason-Burns, Gabrielle Milton, Oliver Solomon-Clarke 
and Sophie Windridge.
 
Miss Csizmadia
Mathematics Department

On Friday 25th June a number of Year 10 students were selected to represent the 
Academy at the Creative Maths Day event run by Aim Higher at Villa Park.
During the course of the day students took part in three different activities, and it was 
great to see students fully engaged throughout each session.

Session 1: Murder Mystery: Students had to use a range of mathematical skills to 
eliminate suspects presented to them by a trained actor. All students were working 
hard to help solve the different problems in their teams, and it was great to see the 
confidence our students had when faced with finding solutions to differing problems.

 

Session 2: Codebreaking: Students started the session by discussing the importance 
of key historical events related to codebreaking, such as the use of the Enigma Code 
and the Rosetta stone, with Emanuel Dobrashian-Yates demonstrating his depth of 
knowledge throughout the questioning. Students then worked in teams to solve 6 
different codes. Even though at times some of the codes were not straightforward, our 
students demonstrated a great level of resilience, self-belief and altruism throughout 
the task. It was also great to see our students showing their competitive side as they 
raced against teams from other schools. Just as time was about to run out on the task, 
there was a shout of excitement and four of our students had managed to crack all 
the codes; the only students to do so all day. Congratulations to Saiyra Ali, Thomas 
Clemmens, Jack Cooper and Brandon Grainger!
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Performing & Creative Arts

 

 

 

Monday 9th July 2018 
Doors open at 6.30pm to view the art exhibition 

Showcase begins at 7pm 

£3 adults £2 students/Concessions 

Tickets can be bought from reception at break 
 

Year 10 Trip to Newman University

On Monday 18th June 2018, our Year 10 students were invited to attend a trip to 
Newman University. This was a fantastic event which had our students buzzing when 
arriving back to school. 
They gained a real insight into University life and took part in several sessions around 
the campus including an introduction into higher education, finance quiz, student life 
Q&A, prospectus quiz and a tour of the campus. 
On the tour our students were able to see the lecture theatre, the Christian chapel, 
the gyms and sports facilities, the library with a lovely view of the reservoir, the 
places to eat, drink and socialise, the student union as well as pictures from the many 
international opportunities and placements which are part of the courses they offer. 
Some of them were even able to grab a coffee to drink whilst reading the prospectus 
in the lecture theatre! 
This was a little taster into university life and will hopefully help our students start to 
think about what Sixth Form courses they would like to choose next year. 
We will be taking them to visit a larger University campus in September, watch this 
space!
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There’s something very exciting on the horizon for ALL year 10 students…

On Thursday 5th July, all year 10 students will have the opportunity to find out more about 
the courses on offer in Shenley Academy’s Sixth Form.  During the next 12 months, year 
10 students will be heavily involved in creating a ‘new’ Sixth Form, especially for them, in 
preparation for when they join in September 2019.  It really is an exciting time for Shenley’s 
Sixth Form.

So, what is going to happen on Thursday 5th July? Year 
10 students will attend normal lessons but at some point 
during the day, one of their teachers will bring them to 
the Main Foyer, the Sixth Form Centre and the Dining 
Hall.  This is where students will be able to find out all 
about the different courses they will study at Sixth Form.  
Each course on offer will have its own stand with lots 
of information on it with a member on hand to discuss 
the course with the students.  They can speak with the 
different teachers and ask questions about the courses; 
we have both A Levels and BTECs available.  

Furthermore, students can find out about our close links 
with some of our local universities such as Newman 
University and the University of Birmingham and we also 
have some fantastic partnerships with King Edwards VI 
Five Ways School and Birmingham City Football Club.  
Year 10 students will also be able to visit the Sixth Form 
Centre on this day and as with any good event, there 
will be some free snacks available and ‘goodies’ to take 
away.  At the end of their visit, students will then have 
the opportunity to sign up for Shenley Academy’s Sixth 
Form there and then!  All of this is happening during the 
school day on Thursday 5th July.

This promises to be a fantastic event for the year 10 students; we’ll make sure we have lots 
of photographs to share with you in a late July edition of the newsletter.

The Sixth Form Team

Project 70 

A Special Sixth Form Event for Year 10

      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   

In line with the introduction of new legislation (the General Data Protection Regulation), 
we are contacting pupils and parents / carers to ensure we have the proper consent 
to hold any biometric data in compliance with the updated legal requirements.

The deadline has now passed for you to return your biometric consent form. 

Until you return the completed consent form, your child will not be able to allocate 
funds to their meal account in school and if you wish for them to continue to purchase 
food from the school canteen, you will need to use ParentPay to top up your account.

Should you wish to reactivate your account you will need to bring a signed consent 
form to Mr Long (a copy can be downloaded via the link below).

For those of you who haven’t yet activated your ParentPay account, please email 
ilong@shenleyacademy.org.uk for your ParentPay username and password.

E-ACT Biometric Consent Form and Information Notice

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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Diary Dates! - w/b 02/07/2018
Academy Timetable - week 1
DEAR - period 5

Monday 2nd July 
2018

All Day Immersion Day

Tuesday 3rd July 
2018

2.30 Meeting for all students involved in the ‘Work Ready 
Roadshow’ Venue: Theatre

Wednesday 4th 
July 2018

All Day Year 6 Induction Day (Year 7 students not in school)

Weds 4th- Fri 6th 
July 2018

All Day Student Leadership Team Residential. NBA Activity 
Centre, Wales

Thursday 5th July 
2018

9.45-3.00 Project 70 event - Year 10 students

Friday 6th July 
2018

Year 11 Prom. Edgbaston Cricket Ground.


