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Issue 33- 6th July 2018

Headteacher Column

The new Student Leadership Team have been the focus of my attentions this week as 
we headed off to Wales to commence our work together as a team. As part of E-ACT 
we are in the privileged position of being able to borrow the Adrian Rainsford Study 
Centre in Corris. The study centre is owned and run by North Birmingham Academy, 
and so we were able to access a beautiful setting to start our work together. Half 
an hour outside Aberdovey, this was also a chance for all of the team to revisit the 
seaside setting which they enjoyed at the Outward Bound Centre back when they 
were in Year 8. And so, our 3 days together consisted of a long journey to Wales, then 
settling into the study centre, a brisk hill walk in the Snowdonia National Park, which 
is where Corris is set, back to the hostel to prepare dinner together and then another 
walk to burn off dinner. Day 2 was spent exploring Aberdovey through a treasure 
hunt, and then an afternoon enjoying team sports and the sea before we returned to 
Corris for family dining, more walking and our final morning together. What did we 
learn? Well by the time we returned all of the Student Leaders from Years 9 and 10 
knew each other well and had started to relax in one another’s company. We know 
that they have a busy year ahead of them and so for the team to trust one another 
and be able to work together to achieve the goals that they have set for themselves 
is an important start to their work. Tired, but happy we returned to school on Friday 
afternoon, ready to start the more detailed planning for the year ahead of us.
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And so, we start our final two weeks of the school term. A reminder to all of our 
families that the last two weeks attendance is just as important as every week of 
the school year. We are finishing off assessments and recapping work ready for the 
summer, as well as celebrating the good work of all our students in our year group 
trips to Drayton Manor. Please do ensure that all our students are in school every day 
over the next two weeks. Great attendance leads to great results and of course a fun 
experience in school.

With best wishes

Lucy Monk
Headteacher

We want Shenley Academy 
to achieve at least

97% attendance this year!

What does 97% attendance look like?
To achieve 97% attendance students must not 
miss more than six days of learning during the 
school year. We are hoping to reward as many 
students as possible in the summer term who 

have maintained above 97% attendance for the 
year.

 Back at school and Y10 were able to learn a whole lot more about our 6th Form on 
Thursday. We hosted a marketplace activity where every single subject on offer was 
available to talk through the course content and careers which can be achieved from 
studying A Levels and/or BTECs at Shenley 6th Form. I wrote to you all earlier in the 
year to let you know that we would be suspending our 6th form for 2018-19, and 
so our current Y10 are looking at the courses which we have on offer for September 
2019. We have listened to our students and they tell us that they don’t want to travel 
to other schools to complete their A Levels but want to have the chance to complete 
them with the teachers that they know and trust in our school: Shenley. And so, this 
is exactly what we are offering from September 2019. We’ve got a great range of 
courses on offer, and a fantastic pastoral and enrichment offer to make sure that all of 
our students will be able to head off into employment, apprenticeships or university 
when they do finally leave the 6th form in 2021. It might sound a long way off at the 
moment – but Y10 know that with their first lot of exams under their belts this term, 
6th form is really just around the corner. If you would like to know more about the 
courses which we offer please visit our 6th form page on the academy website: http://
shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/sixth-form/welcome-to-the-sixth-form/

Friday night was then the final chance for us to say good bye to Y11 at the prom. 
Edgbaston Cricket Ground was the stunning setting for a lovely evening of fine dining 
and dance. Every single one of our students looked fantastic – and so very grown up! 
Hard to believe that they are the same young people whom we saw remembered on 
the big screen in their Y7 photos only a week ago in the Leavers’ Assembly. Now, they 
are off out into the big wide world, and this was their final good-bye to friends and 
staff. A beautiful evening was had by all, and we wish them well as they really start 
their holidays now. The next time we se them will be on Thursday 23rd August when 
they come into school to collect their results. Enjoy the break!

Attendance Information
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P.E. Kit – Indoor/Outdoor

• Black/red polo shirt with badge
• Black/red long sleeved sports top with badge
• Black/red shorts with badge
• Black/red socks
• Trainers 
• Football boots
• A suitable Gym Bag

Dance Kit

• Black/red polo shirt with badge (same as for P.E.)
• Plain black tracksuit bottoms with red piping or Shenley P.E. Shorts
• Black Leggings can be worn, but must have Shenley Academy shorts over the top 

Make-up:

The Academy discourages the wearing of any make-up, including nail varnish, as it is 
contrary to the business-like values the Academy aims to promote. If make-up is worn, then 
it must be of a very discreet nature.

Hair Styles:

For Health and Safety reasons, and to support the general business-like values of the 
Academy, the Academy expects students to have reasonable hairstyles and colours. If the 
Principal, or a member of staff acting for the Principal, considers a student’s hairstyle to be 
unreasonable, then the student will be asked to rectify the matter.

Jewellery:

The Academy has agreed that one small ear stud may be worn in each ear providing that it 
is in the lower lobe only. Students may also wear a wrist watch. Apart from this, for Health 
and Safety reasons and to promote the general business-like values of the Academy, no 
jewellery may be worn. This includes rings, neck chains and facial piercings such as nose, 
lip and tongue studs.

SHENLEY ACADEMY UNIFORM INFORMATION 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2018

We believe that students in years 7-13 should be dressed professionally which helps to 
establish the correct attitude for learning. 
Our students were heavily involved in helping to choose the design of our uniform and we 
expect them to wear it with pride.

Uniform

• Plain black tailored trousers or skirt
• Plain white school shirt
• Academy tie – clip on – colour as per the college student is in (to be purchased in school)
• Black/red v-necked sweater with Academy badge  
• Plain black formal school shoes (leather or leather like material without a logo)
• Black tights only with skirts (no footless tights or leggings)
• Dark socks with trousers

No black jeans/jean style trousers, leggings/stretch material or skinny fit. Skirts must be 
knee length and tailored.
Trainers (even plain black) or canvas footwear are not permitted. Manufacturers such as 
Nike, Adidas, Converse and Puma will not be accepted as appropriate footwear providers 
for school shoes.

 Outdoor Wear

• Plain black outdoor coat - ideally one which is waterproof and warm. 
• Plain black hat/gloves/scarf
• A suitable bag is required to carry books

Hooded tops must not be worn at any time. If they are seen they will be confiscated until 
the end of the academy day. Outdoor wear must not be worn inside the academy building.

Uniform Stockists

Kids Essentials
762 Bristol Road 
South, Northfield, 

Birmingham, 
B31 2NN

Tel: 0121 477 0736

Uniform Stockists

Dancers Limited
Central Buildings, 

Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 
B63 3AR

Tel: 0121 550 1237
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EXAMPLES OF BOYS FOOTWEAR THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE

EXAMPLES OF GIRLS FOOTWEAR THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE

EXAMPLE OF BOYS & GIRLS FOOTWEAR THAT ARE ACCEPTABLEPlain black formal school skirt (girls) - knee length, no stretch

Plain black formal school trousers (boys)

Plain black formal school trousers (girls)

Visual Guide

PLAIN BLACK 
LEATHER SHOES

BOOTS SHOULD 
BE LOW HEEL 
ANKLE BOOT 
AND PLAIN 

BLACK LEATHER
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Business Walk 2018

Last week was National Business week and on Wednesday 27th June the year 9, 
newly appointed leadership team were lucky enough to be invited to visit 3 separate 
businesses in Birmingham City Centre. This was a fantastic opportunity for students 
to gain an insight into the world of work and be inspired by the variety of career 
prospects which are available within our fantastic city. The first company the students 
visited was called Deloitte, located in Brindley Place. Students got a real feel for being 
in a successful company, having their session delivered in a boardroom environment 
and learning what makes a good presentation and acquiring the necessary skills to 
deliver a successful one.

Students then had the opportunity to walk through the new business development 
currently taking place in the heart of the city on their way to their second business 
on Colmore Row. Students had the opportunity to learn about all the possible job 
opportunities available in just one business and what they consist of. They were 
amazed by the mass amounts of opportunities which just one company could offer 
and the possibilities which they could have through working hard at school and 
getting the best grades possible by the end of year 11.

Finally at the end of the day  the year 9’s were treated to a guest speaker from an 
advertising company from BBJ & K who spoke passionately about the opportunities 
which he had taken to get to where he was today; owning and running a successful 
and well known advertising company.

The year 9 leadership group were immaculately behaved throughout the course of 
the day and made it a thoroughly enjoyable day. Well done!

Mr Coy, Head of Venus College

 

A message of thanks from the MYRIAD research team at the University of Oxford

We would like to pass on our thanks to all the staff and pupils at Shenley Academy from the 
MYRIAD project at the University of Oxford. The team and I visited your school back in 
November to collect data from some of your pupils as part of the research and we were
delighted by the welcome we received from your staff and pupils. You have given our team a 
wonderful experience of what a friendly, caring environment a school can be. You can be very 
proud of them all. 

MYRIAD is a national research project funded by the Wellcome Trust and carried out by the 
institutions below. We are investigating how schools prepare young people to improve 
resilience and manage their emotional health. We will be collecting data from thousands of 
pupils across the whole of the UK, over four years. The data will hopefully help to answer 
questions in this important area and go on to support young people’s ability to flourish and 
deal with the ups and downs of life.

Our research visit involved working with students in their classes to complete some 
questionnaires. We were really pleased with how well students engaged with our research 
and hope they enjoyed being a part of research in the real world. We hope that our research 
will go on to help many young people in the future, as well as those who work with them or 
care for them. A huge thank you must go to Ms Brown, your dedicated MYRIAD research lead, 
whose commitment and enthusiasm has made it possible for us to work with you. It has been 
really heart-warming to have been in classes with your pupils. We sincerely hope this is the 
start of a close working relationship with the University of Oxford, for the duration of the 
research, and we hope our links will be of benefit to your school.

In April, we had the opportunity to visit Shenley Academy for a second time to work with select 
students as part of a careers networking event. We thoroughly enjoyed meeting your students 
and discussing their aspirations with them. It was clear what a strong and supportive 
community your school is!

We look forward to returning for the next data collection in Autumn 2018 with some of the 
pupils we saw on our last visit and will now be in close contact with Ms Brown to plan our next 
steps for the research and to foster ongoing links with your school.

Jen Baker-Jones, MYRIAD Research Assistant

If you are interested in finding out more about the MYRIAD project, please visit 
www.myriadproject.org
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Saturn College
‘Know your part, play your part.’
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Venus College
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Jupiter College
Immersion Day 3

On Monday 2nd July saw the final of the three immersion days, focusing on a variety of 
different topic areas linked to Citizenship Education. 

Once again the year 7 students engaged positively throughout the day, demonstrating 
enthusiasm with each activity, and how each relates to their everyday lives. The year 7 
students were involved in a variety of exciting sessions related ‘Healthy Living’. Sessions 
focused on building confidence and self-esteem, where students were able to explore 
the different aspects of their personalities and to boost their internal characteristics. 

The second session focused on some vital first aid training 
were they looked at different first aid based scenarios and 
how to deal best if they were faced in that very same situation. 
This looked at developing first aid confidence to assist and 
support anyone requiring it. Students then undertook a 
session on student well-being, learning about the importance 
of diet and hygiene which would enable them to lead heathy 
lives. Students were shocked by the amount of sugar which 
is contained in some of their favourite drinks, having a huge 
impact on their teeth. 

The fourth session focused on issues related to sweatshops, exploring the poor working 
conditions in which people in factories work in and the tough ordeal which they are 
subjected to. Finally our year 7 students participated in a practical based session which 
focused on Staying active. Students explored an exciting handball session, incorporating 
a range of different practical skills to encourage future participation in sport.
The day was a massive success and one which the students got huge amounts from, 
it was fantastic to see how well they engaged with each session and the discussions 
which took pace throughout the day. A monumental effort once again from the Venus 
College team, who planned, prepared and delivered outstanding and inspiring sessions 
related to our chosen theme.

A huge well done to Ethan 
Ashley who represented the 

West Midlands Regional 
Athletics Championships in 

the inter-boys Javelin, which is 
a fantastic achievement. 

Joshua Starkie, one of our year 
11 students who has now left, 
also qualified and we are very 

proud of them both! 

Jupiter College currently has 93.8% 
attendance! Unfortunately, we had as a 
school, lower attendance on sports day 
and immersion day. However, Jupiter 

are now picking up again with Awards 
Assembly on the horizon and prizes to 

be won. Keep it up!

Huge congratulations to all students 
who took part in the Jupiter College 

MasterChef – the flavours, 
presentation and all of the dishes 
were so skilfully and amazingly 

prepared and it took 10 members of 
staff over 15 minutes to decide the 

winner!
The winners were… YOUNIS, 
ROZHAN and AIDAN, who go 

through to the finals! Well done!

ACADEMY 
ATTENDANCE: 

Top form last week 
was J10 with 

96.5%!!
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On the 27th June, 30 Year 9 students attended a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) event at Millennium Point, organised by Aimhigher Plus. 
The afternoon consisted of a demonstration by BBC’s TV presenter Stephan Gates, 
taking us on a captivating (and squeamishly) detailed journey of how our food passes 
through the body. All students were enthralled, mesmerized and a little bit nauseous 
throughout. We discussed the function of bodily fluids such as snot and saliva, 
and made a very similar looking seaweed based snot of our own, which students 
volunteered to eat! Students then had the opportunity to look inside the human body 
and watch a gastroscopy!  We looked at the fluid dynamics of vapour and the creation 
of gases in the body (and of course, how they are released) alongside a little bit of bug 
tasting and the kind of creepy crawlies that go into our food colouring. Additionally, 
students volunteered to create chemical reactions in the mouth, using everyday 
chemicals found in our baking and confectionary! The journey of food is really quite 
enthralling, and nothing was left out, including what happens at the other end in 
great detail! The session was entertaining, interactive and imaginative, and included 
copious amounts of anatomy, physiology and physics. After the show, there were 
dozens of employers and universities with interactive challenges and demonstrations 
to explore. For example, paramedics with realistic human dummies, virtual reality 
experiences, engineering challenges and the opportunity to ask questions about life 
in STEM careers. 
Overall, the afternoon was really entertaining and informative, and students enjoyed 
learning about the different and more unusual aspects of science and technology. 
With the increasing gap in the market for STEM skills, it is becoming increasingly 
important to encourage and explore the world of STEM. 
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In line with the introduction of new legislation (the General Data Protection Regulation), 
we are contacting pupils and parents / carers to ensure we have the proper consent 
to hold any biometric data in compliance with the updated legal requirements.

The deadline has now passed for you to return your biometric consent form. 

Until you return the completed consent form, your child will not be able to allocate 
funds to their meal account in school and if you wish for them to continue to purchase 
food from the school canteen, you will need to use ParentPay to top up your account.

Should you wish to reactivate your account you will need to bring a signed consent 
form to Mr Long (a copy can be downloaded via the link below).

For those of you who haven’t yet activated your ParentPay account, please email 
ilong@shenleyacademy.org.uk for your ParentPay username and password.

E-ACT Biometric Consent Form and Information Notice

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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Diary Dates! - w/b 09/07/2018
Academy Timetable - week 2
DEAR - period 1

Monday 9th July 
2018

All Day Drayton Manor Rewards Trip - Yr7

Monday 9th July 
2018

5.30-6.30
7.00-8.15

Art Exhibition - followed by;
Performing & Creative Arts Showcase

Tuesday 10th July 
2018

2.30 Drayton Manor Rewards Trip - Yr8

Wednesday 11th 
July 2018

All Day Drayton Manor Rewards Trip - Yr10

Thursday 12th July 
2018

All Day Drayton Manor Rewards Trip - Yr9

Friday 13th July 
2018

All Day Masterchef Final


