
Character was the theme of Year 11’s 
last assembly. This was a virtue needed 
and displayed by every student in 

the cohort in the last few weeks. Time in 
school for the Class of 2020 has come to a 
premature end but we can be extremely 
proud of what they have all achieved. It has 
been truly incredible. We have seen students 
progress not only academically (achieving 
outstanding results 
in their mock exams), 
but also as ambitious 
young adults ready to 
take on the world.

As the country faces 
unprecedented 
challenges in the 
weeks and months 
ahead, Year 11 
students have been 
a credit to the school and the community. 
Teaching staff will be doing all they can to 
ensure that the hard work and resilience 
shown by students this academic year will 
be rewarded in their final allocation of 
grades. We will ensure every student receives 
the grade they have worked hard for and 
deserve. As soon as the school is informed 
by government on the process of allocation 
we will be writing to parents and students to 
inform you.

For now, please be assured that staff at 
Shenely Academy will be strong advocates 

for every Year 11 student and that we are 
very well prepared. Classroom teachers 
have been meticulous in the collection of 
evidence to support potential allocation of 
grades. Until we have clarity, I ask students 
to keep working hard and to stay in contact 
with their teachers.

The end of school days often comes with a 
mix of emotions. Some students may not 

have fully answered 
the question, what’s 
next? Year 11, it is 
good to listen to 
advice from parents, 
teachers, careers 
advisers and friends, 
but it is even more 
important that 
whatever choice 
you make is one you 

are happy with. And do not forget – you can 
apply to several different places if you want 
to, and wait until you get your results to 
make your final decision.

It has been one of the most rewarding 
times of my career working with Year 11 this 
academic year. I would like to thank the Class 
of 2020 and wish you all the best of luck in 
your future. I have no doubt that you will be 
successful and do amazing things.

Please contact me if you need any help, 
advice or guidance. 

Mr D Thacker-Smith
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Year 11, Class of 2020 -
an Unexpected Farewell

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that this 
newsletter finds you 
and your families safe 
and well. As we head 
towards a new way of 
working with lessons 
moving towards a virtual 
academy I want to thank 
you all for your support 
and feedback.

We aim to ensure that all of our students 
continue their education and I am sure you 
will join me in thanking the staff at Shenley 
for their hard work in preparing resources to 
support home studies. We had less than 24 
hours notice to move from our normal ways 
of working to the world of virtual learning 
and while this will take some getting 
used to for all of us, it is essential that our 
students continue their studies at home. As 
always, if you wish to provide feedback or 
are experiencing any difficulties do please 
contact us using the details on our website.

I also want to take the opportunity to 
express how proud I am of our current Year 
11 students. They have shown absolute 
commitment and dedication to their studies 
this academic year and have met every 
challenge presented. Their work ethic was 
superb and even up to 3pm on the final 
day of our academy being open, they were 
diligently completing mock examinations. 
Never could we have imagined ending the 
year in the way that we have. Rest assured, 
as soon as we receive any updates from 
OFQUAL about the new grading process, we 
will share them with you.

Within our community we have those 
who are working tirelessly for the NHS and 
those who are working to support us in 
other key worker professions such as care 
workers, transport, utilities, pharmacies, 
supermarkets and education. They may 
be family members, close friends or 
neighbours. We thank you all for your 
dedication and commitment to our 
country in these unprecedented and very 
challenging times.

My final message is to ensure that we all 
follow the government guidance and 
stay inside our homes unless absolutely 
necessary to ensure we keep our families 
safe and to show our support for the NHS.

All my very best,

Dr Bartlett

It has been one of the 
most rewarding times 
of my career working 
with Year 11, DTS

I would like to advise you that the Class of 
2020 Prom is still going ahead.  We have 
9th July 2020 booked for the occasion.  I 

am loathe to cancel this as we will lose our 
money however if the venue, the Westmead 
Hotel, cancel it, then our money should be 
safe.
In the event that the hotel do cancel the 
booking because of the circumstances we 
currently find ourselves in I will be pursuing 
an alternative later date for the Prom to take 
place.
It has been such an unusual finish for Year 
11 and I feel it is important that we aim to 
provide the finalé we had always hoped for.  
They deserve to celebrate together.

I have emailed all the Year 11 students and 
sent them the food options for the evening 
and the behaviour contract.  They just have 
to email their choices to me so that I can 
keep on top of the admin.
Any student who still wants to add their 
name to the list should email me as soon as 
possible and we can sort the money out at a 
later date. My email address is:

sarah.benham@e-act.org.uk
Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about the Prom.
In the meantime, I hope you are all well and 
stay well.

Mrs Benham

Update for Class of 2020 Prom

mailto:sarah.benham%40e-act.org.uk%20?subject=
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Dance
Congratulations to Grace Brook and Ellie 
Waller for successfully gaining a place at 
Birmingham Ormiston Academy for next 
year. We are very proud of them and will 
miss them very much!

Student Account of Audition

On 24th February, I auditioned for BOA 
and ended up successfully gaining 
a place.

On arrival, we were told to sign in and then 
go into a room while we waited for everyone 
else to arrive. While I was waiting in the line, 
I met a girl who had just came back from her 
holiday that very day and had come straight  
from the airport! 

The Principal then came in and talked to us 
about the expectations for the day followed 
by the head of the dance department who 
put us into our dance groups. I was in the 
first group and our day started off with jazz, 
which went better than I thought it would. 
Afterwards, we had a contemporary session 
with a different teacher and overall, the 
lessons were amazing and so much fun to 
take part in! After that, we went to break. 

I, together with three other 
girls I had just met, went to sit 
at a table when the Principal 
came up to us and said 
that he usually only allows 
teachers to sit at those tables, 
but he let us sit there anyway!

After break, we went back 
into the studio were we took 
part in a creative session 
which was also a lot of fun, 
and it was great to see the 
amazing choreography 
everyone came up with. 
We later went down again 
to have lunch, and I could 
barely eat because I was so 
nervous about what we were 
about to do next: a writing 
test. For the test, we were asked about how 
we would expand and evaluate out creative 
task. They also explained to us how we 
were being assessed on our vocabulary and 
handwriting. We were then put into groups 
of five to have an interview and I found it 
really helpful having other people around as 
it created a more relaxed atmosphere which 
enabled me to speak confidently. It was then 
the end of the day and I went home. 

I was ecstatic to find out later that I had been 
offered a place but this was quickly followed 
by a real sadness when, on the Friday, we 
were suddenly told we had to leave school 
meaning I had to quickly say goodbye to 
everyone. However, I’m really happy with 
some of the memories I have made, and I 
will miss everyone so much! 

Grace Brook

Spotlight on Performing Arts

Drama
Young REP Drama Club

It is with the greatest regret that we have 
been forced to suspend our performance 
of ‘City of Mirrors’ as part of the Satellite 

Festival at the REP, due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak.

Due to the lack of clarity over how long we 
can expect this isolation period to continue, 
we are unable to confirm at this time when 
‘City of Mirrors’ will take place, however, 
the drama department alongside the team 
at the REP are working hard to find ways 
to continue the work with their partner 
schools and are looking at doing a recorded 
reading of this play to share. We will be in 
touch as soon as we know more information 
regarding this. 

We want to thank all of the Young REP 
members for their hard work, support and 
commitment during rehearsals with this 
project. 

Please look after yourselves, and do 
remember that we still hope to stage the 
‘City of Mirrors’ performance soon, so please 
try not to forget your lines!

Year 10

The drama department would like to 
say a huge congratulations to the 
Year 10 drama students for all of 

the hard work, dedication and effort they 
put in to their examined performances. 
They were true professionals throughout 
the technical and dress rehearsal and the 
audience thoroughly appreciated their final 
performances.

Mr Page

Music

Firstly, I hope you are all safe and well. 
You have been busy making music at 
home I have had some fantastic work 

submitted by all year groups using BandLab. 
I had some feedback from students saying 
they were unable to use it on their phone so 
I have swapped to Soundtrap which is much 
easier to use on any device! This week you 
will follow my instructions to create your 
own ringtone! Below  is Josh’s in year 10 and 
I think it’s great.

Josh’s ringtone.

At times like these music is so often a place 
we turn to and so many artists have been 
sharing their talents online for free! Artists 
have been using Instagram: Jessie J for 
live concerts, and philharmonic orchestras 
have performed together from their 

homes. Gareth Malone is starting an online 
choir and musicians all over the world are 
providing concerts for their neighbourhoods 
from their balconies and gardens. Take this 
opportunity to make something musical 
with your household, maybe do some 
karaoke or make a lipsync video complete 
with dance moves. Keep creating and 
hopefully I will see you all soon!

Miss Wormald

https://eact661-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/sandra_burden_e-act_org_uk/EUop6B4aluJLuAg6ikyu1lMBV68ReofFg83iW0LA5txRuQ?e=Ytr5tv


Rewards Trip
Blackwell Adventure

The rewards trip last half-
term gave our students the 
opportunity to experience 

one of the country’s best 
outdoor activities centres at 
Blackwell Adventure. It was 
fantastic to see our young 
people challenge themselves 
on an array of fun activities 
designed to push them outside 
their comfort zone. Pupils 
had the chance to test their 
courage on the zip lines and 
feel the adrenaline rush of the 
3G swing. Teamwork, physical 
strength and problem solving 
were all needed to succeed 
on the Tree Climb, Giant’s 
Ladder and High All Aboard 
tasks. Once again, our 
students demonstrated how 
polite and respectful they 
are with staff at Blackwell 
Adventure remarking 
upon their good manners, 
positivity and gratitude.

Mr Cook

Recently, the Year 7s and 8s took 
part in a competition to design a 
logo for Love Weoley Castle and 

the winners received a £30 Amazon 
gift voucher. They got to hear all about 
Love Weoley Castle in their assemblies 
and then incorporated this into their 
designs.
Love Weoley Castle is a group of people 
who are actively involved in making 
our local community an even better 
place to live and work. This has many 
activities from planting daffodils across 
the estate, to holding an annual Local 
Heroes awards evening at Shenley 
Academy. Unfortunately we’ve had 
to postpone this year’s event due to 
coronavirus but there’ll be many more 
initiatives coming up in the future. 
These are often posted on 

Weoley Community Facebook 

page, which is also a great resource if 
you or anyone you know, needs support 
during the challenges we’re facing due 
to coronavirus.  You can also search for 
Northfield Response to COVID 19.’

Paul Tucker, Chair of Ambassadors

Love Weoley Castle

Winners:  Mia Commander Y7
 Roisin Norris Y8 

The Speak Out Challenge 2020

Through the Academy’s 
successful partnership 
with University of 

Birmingham and the Aimhigher 
Plus programme we were delighted once again to 
welcome the Speakers Trust into the Academy to 
deliver the Speak Out Challenge for our Y10 students.

The Speak Out Challenge is a one-day public speaking 
and communication workshop delivered by expert 
trainers from the Speakers Trust.  The whole of year 
10 were off-timetable for the full day learning about 
the importance of communication and developing 
techniques for successful public speaking. Throughout 
the course of the day we saw students develop in 
confidence, listen attentively to their peers and each 
deliver a 3 minute speech on a subject important or 
personal to them.

Our students conducted themselves impeccably and 
spoke with clarity and conviction on a range of hard-
hitting and thought provoking topics.

This invaluable experience equips our young people 
with vital skills which will benefit them in the lead up 
to their work experience and beyond into further and 
higher education and the world of work.

Mr Beeston
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Shenley Safeguarding Team
‘We are here for you!’
Shenley Academy is pleased to announce its new Safeguarding Team who are committed 
to the highest standards in protecting and safeguarding the children entrusted to our care.

Dr J Bartlett
Head of School
DSL Trained

Mr D Ewart
Assistant Headteacher
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs S Benham
Pastoral Lead
Deputy DSL

Mr J Hickman
Head of Inclusion
Designated Safeguarding Officer

Mr S Beeston
Pastoral Lead
Designated Safeguarding Officer

Mr J Davies
Senior Asst Headteacher
Designated Safeguarding Officer

• Establishing a caring, safe and 
positive environment within 
the academy

• Responding to concerns for a 
child in a timely and effective 
manner

• Effectively tackling peer-on-
peer abuse

• Supporting mental health and 
wellbeing

• Promoting British Values across 
the academy

You can raise a concern 
anonymously, here:

Shenley Aademy supports all children by: Attendance and 
Remote Working During 
Emergency Closure
As we move into this new virtual world we 
are all learning and our aim is to ensure that 
we improve the service that we offer so that 
all of our students are supported in their 
studies during this period of transition.
To support everyone, and especially to help 
you as parents who are now finding yourself 
as ‘teachers’ supporting your children’s 
education from home, we are moving to a 
more structured approach. This will mean 
that all students are required to complete 
a full school day at home which begins 
with an online registration between 
8.30am and 9am.
Everything will be accessed via a simple 
timetable and when students click on a link 
it will open the lesson and any additional 
material. All lessons will end with a short 
assessment quiz and this will enable
us to track completion of work. The school 
day will end with a final assessment piece 
which will focus on English and maths. 
Please can we ask that all students also 
check their email accounts regularly
and that you check the academy website 
daily as we will use this to post any updates.
Parents of any students who are not 
completing the work will be contacted 
via text and then a follow up phone call if 
work continues to remain uncompleted. All 
students are expected to complete all work
set.
We are aware some students may not have 
access to the internet and we have posted 
work home.
Should you encounter any difficulties or 
require further support please contact us 

via shenley.enquiry@e-act.org.uk.

You can read the full letter with further 

instructions here. 

If  you ’d l ike  to  ge t more 
invo lved w ith Shenley 
Academy then we ’re  looking 
for people to  jo in our 
Ambassador group. One o f 
our ro les is  to  s trengthen the 
academy ’s re lationship w ith 
the local community  and we ’ l l 
be hosting the 3rd annual 
Love Weoley  Castle  Awards 
evening on Wednesday  20 th 
May. Over the past couple 
o f years th is has been a 

fantastic  event that ce lebrates 
our ‘ local heroes ’.  Watch 
out for more de ta ils  in fu ture 
newsle tte rs and how you can 
nominate someone for an 
award.  
As Ambassadors , we ’d l ike  to 
suppor t the Academy in many 
more d iffe rent ways and could 
do w ith your he lp. For more 
information please email me ,
paul.tucker@e-ac t .org .uk

Shenley Academy
E-ACT Ambassadors

https://shenley.thesharpsystem.com/
mailto:shenley.enquiry%40e-act.org.uk?subject=
https://shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/03/Update-on-Home-learning-27.3.20.pdf
mailto:paul.tucker%40e-act.org.uk?subject=
https://shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/about/our-ambassadorial-advisory-group/
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