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Message from Dr Bartlett

D

ear parents and carers. It has been a term we could never have envisioned but I want to
thank you all for your con�nued support. Our students and staff have modelled our academy
values of resilience, tolerance, respect, responsibility and aspira�on; they have risen to every
challenge and have adapted to our new COVID restric�ons. I take great pride in seeing how
responsible our students have been and con�nue to be.
We have introduced some new ini�a�ves and are focused on developing our rewards culture.
Students are awarded Magna points for their contribu�on to learning in lessons and for
demonstra�ng the academy values both in class and around the academy. These points are
collated and aligned to a Bronze, Silver, or Gold award and we ask students to wear their badges with pride. We want
all of our students to have achieved their bronze award by the end of the academic year and as we, hopefully, see the
removal of COVID restric�ons and a return to normality in the Summer term we will be opera�ng our rewards ac�vi�es
based on the Bronze, Silver and Gold awards.
Our year 11 students have shown great resilience and recently took their mock examina�ons. We have no further
updates from the Government in rela�on to the GCSE examina�ons and our students con�nue to dedicate to their
exam prepara�ons for the Summer 2021. It is essen�al that we remain focused on our examina�on prepara�ons to
ensure our students are fully supported.
As you will no doubt be aware schools have been asked to support the track and trace process over the Christmas break
up to the 23rd December. Should your child test posi�ve prior to this period and have displayed symptoms before
Monday 21st December please email all details to Shenley.Enquiry@E-ACT.org.uk. We kindly ask that you include the
following informa�on:
The date your child first showed symptoms
The date of the COVID test and a copy of the results must be emailed to us
Any students your child has had lunch with or walks to school with
Mode of transport to and from the academy e.g. walks, cycles, car, bus
Finally, we have some staff leaving the academy to take up new posts and I am sure you will join me in wishing them
every success in their new roles: Mrs. Abbas, Mr. Berry, Mr. Hickman, Mr. Page and Mr. Whi�le.
We also offer a warm welcome to:
Miss. Bhandal as Head of Food Technology
Miss. Fox as Head of Art
Mr. Horton as Lead Teacher of Science
Mr. Rackham as SENCO
Miss. Thomas as Head of Drama
Mrs. Hipwood as Targeted Interven�on Assistant - Wave 3 Manager
Mrs. Sadler as Academic Targeted Interven�on Assistant
May I take this opportunity to wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas break. Keep safe, look a�er each
other and we look forward to welcoming our students back to the academy in January 2021!

Spotlight on Performing Arts
Dance
Our Year 11 dancers have been
taking part in ‘virtual’ dance
classes with the professional
dancer Mel Simpson; as part of
their
BTEC
dance
final
component. They have shown
real
resilience
and
determination to learn a twominute piece of professional
dance repertoire from Akram
Khan’s Big God. As you can
imagine, this has not been easy
as we have had to contend with
social distancing and selfisolation interruptions, however
the dancers are well on their way to finishing the piece and will have their final assessment early in the New
Year.
The dance department would like to say ‘well done’ to all of our dance students-keep going you are doing
an amazing job!!!
MsRowell
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Year 7
Dance Competition
For the Nutcracker unit that you are studying in
dance, we would like you to design your own
“Sweetie” character and enter it into our
competition! There will be prizes for the winner
and runner-up prizes!
You can present it as a drawing, print out, or
you can even make your Sweetie character!
You might want to include...
- Costume design
-What movements would you
associate with your character?
COMPETITION DEADLINE:
15th January 2021
Bring your characters to your classroom to
show to your dance teacher

Spotlight on Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education
(PSHCE)

PSHCE curriculum well received by students.

A growing body of research shows
that pupils who are emotionally
healthy do better at school. PSHCE
education helps children and young
people to achieve their potential by
supporting their wellbeing and
tackling issues that can affect their
ability to learn, such as anxiety and
unhealthy
relationships.
PSHCE
education also helps pupils to develop
skills and aptitudes - like teamwork,
communication, and resilience - that
are crucial to navigating the
challenges and opportunities of the

modern
world,
and
are
increasingly valued by employers.
I am sure that parents support the
view that schools should prepare
children for life and work, not just for
exams. It is imperative that we
develop a strong and meaningful
partnership between home and school
which supports students’ personal and
social development, and helps young
people deal with issues of increasing
complexity such as those related to
mental health and staying safe, both
online and offline.

Feedback from student voice confirms
that students really value the new
launch of PSHCE this academic year.
Please see below an overview of our
PSHCE curriculum. If you would like to
suggest a priority or area of
development for future PSHCE
lessons please email Daniel.ThackerSmith@E-ACT.org.uk

MrThacker-Smith

Spotlight on Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education
(PSHCE)
What is Relationship Sex Education (RSE)?
Students will study RSE across the
curriculum in subjects such as
science and RE. This also forms part
of our wider PSHCE. We want all
children to grow up healthy, happy,
safe, and able to manage the
challenges and opportunities of
modern Britain. RSE at Shenley is
designed to equip students with
knowledge to make informed
decisions about their wellbeing,
health and relationships as well as
preparing them for a successful adult
life. We will deliver the content in a
way that is age and developmentally
appropriate and sensitive to the
needs and religious background of
our pupils.
The curriculum will cover content on
what healthy and unhealthy
relationships look like and what
makes a good friend, colleague and
successful marriage or committed

relationship. At the appropriate
time, the focus will move to
developing intimate relationships, to
equip students with knowledge they
need to make safe, informed and
healthy choices as they progress
through adult life.
By the end of school, pupils will have
been taught content on:
• families
• respectful relationships, including
friendships
• online media
• being safe
• intimate and sexual relationships,
including sexual health
Health Education Health Education
aims to give students the
information they need to make good
decisions about their own health and
wellbeing, to recognise issues in
themselves and others, and to seek

support as early as possible when
issues arise.
By the end of secondary school,
pupils will have been taught content
on:
• mental wellbeing
• internet safety and harms
• physical health and fitness
• healthy eating
• drugs, alcohol and tobacco
• health and prevention
• basic first aid
• changing adolescent body
If you would like any further details
on our RSE program or would like to
be involved in an ongoing parental
and community working party
please
email
Daniel.ThackerSmith@E-ACT.org.uk

MrThacker-Smith

Become a Remote Learning Parent
Champion for Shenley Academy!

As you will already be aware, over the last year, we have had to ask some pupils to learn from home for a
short period of time due to circumstances out of our control and as a last resort. Whilst we will always
prioritise children being able to attend academy, we want to be prepared for every eventuality to ensure
our pupils’ learning can continue without disruption due to the current COVID-19 situation.
It is for this reason that we would like to form a team of Remote Learning Parent Champions (RLPC), to
work closely with us and our parent body to promote and support remote learning if it were required. Our
parent champions would be supported by our Remote Learning Lead (senior member of staff) and
Academy Ambassador with the aim of providing advice and guidance to other parents on supporting our
pupils’ learning from home.
We know just what an important role our parents already play in supporting their children’s education, and
we have seen plenty of examples of parents and carers doing extraordinary things to support their
children’s learning at home. Our Remote Learning Parent Champions will play a crucial role by supporting
us to:
•
•
•
•

Liaise with parents of pupils at the academy, providing guidance to aid them in remote learning at
home. For example, how to be more active and ‘hands-on’ with your child’s learning
Explain and share the academy’s approach to remote learning
Produce an introductory video (with assistance from your academy) on 'how-to' support remote
learning
Listen to parent queries and working with the academy to resolve any concerns

As mentioned already, remote learning would only ever be considered as a last resort, but if it were
required, we would value your support to ensure our children continue to get the best possible education
whether they are at home or within their academy.
If you are interested in joining us as a parent champion, we would love to hear from you. Alternatively, if
you would like more information or have any specific questions, please contact us at:
Daniel.Thacker-Smith@E-ACT.org.uk or shenley.enquiry@E-ACT.org.uk
MrThacker-Smith

Celebrating Greatness!
Students have already started to be awarded their badges and signed certificates. We have three levels to aim for:
Bronze, Silver and the coveted Gold. These awards will bestow privileges within school and give students the right to
have first choice on future rewards trips. Students have been going the extra mile to achieve and win their badges.
Our MAGNA rewards program is specifically designed to support and foster the development of our students and to
incentivise greatness. MAGNA is the Latin word for great, Students will be rewarded through the issuing
of MAGNA points for showing greatness in all aspects of school life. Recognising and celebrating our students’
academic achievements, character development and acts of kindness is central to the core value of Shenley
Academy.
A massive well done to all students. Please wear your badges with pride.

Bagel Breakfasts!
National Schools Breakfast Programme
Bagels for Year 7 & 8 students
Over the past half term, we have been fortunate to be selected
as part of the National Schools Breakfast Programme.
As a partner school, students in years
7 and 8 have been provided with a free
daily breakfast bagel.
Needless to say, this has been extremely
well received by our students and will
hopefully continue in the new year.

Non Negotiables
Over the last term we have been embedding our non-negotiables for behaviour. This has been a great success with the
vast majority of students and it has improved the learning environment for all our students. This in turn with the
excellent effort students are making will help to ensure your child succeeds in their education. Please can you discuss
these non-negotiables with your child over the Christmas break:
•

•
•
•
•
•

No trainers to be worn in school. The footwear should be black and appropriate for school. There can be no logo on
the side of the shoe. (Please note: If students arrive at school in trainers, parents will be contacted to come to
school to bring in the appropriate footwear)
Students will walk quietly on corridors at all times.
Students will not be allowed to leave their classroom for any reason during lessons, including the toilet. (Students
who have a medical need to have access to the toilet during lesson must provide a doctor’s note to confirm this)
Students should arrive punctually to lessons following break and lunch.
Students should not make physical contact with any other student.
Students should not throw any object.

Students have commented how they feel safer in the calmer environment since we started these non-negotiables.
Mr Pearce

Admissions Arrangements
To comply with the Department for Education’s Admissions Code, we must consult on our admissions arrangements
at least once every seven years, or when we propose a change. This consultation is being undertaken in accordance
with the Admissions Code. During this time, stakeholders are being invited to express their views and any concerns.
To read about what we are proposing and to find out how to respond, please see the link below:
https://shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-info/how-to-apply-for-a-place-at-shenley-academy/
Mr Haq

Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day

Mrs Sturley’s Christmas
Reading List
Title: War Horse.

Genre: Tragedy.

Reading Age: 11+.

Outline: This is a stunning war�me classic. In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one
horse witnesses the reality of ba�le from both sides of the trenches. Bombarded by
ar�llery, with bullets knocking riders from his back, Joey tells a powerful story of the truest
friendships surviving in terrible �mes. 'The bedlam of ba�le had begun. All around me men
cried and fell to the ground, and horses reared and screamed in an agony of fear and pain.
The shells whined and roared overhead, and every explosion seemed like an earthquake to
us.' One horse has seen the best and the worst of humanity. The power of war and the
beauty of peace. This is his story.

Title: Wonder.

Genre: Drama.

Reading Age: 10+.

Outline: Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his
parents his whole life. Now, for the first �me, he's being sent to a real school - and he's
dreading it. All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that
he's just like them, underneath it all?

Title: The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night-�me.

Genre: Crime.

Reading Age: 13+.

Outline: Christopher, fi�een years old, stands beside Mrs Shears's dead dog. It has been
speared with a garden fork, it is seven minutes a�er midnight, and Christopher is under
suspicion. He records each fact in the book he is wri�ng to solve the mystery of who
murdered Wellington. He has an extraordinary brain and is excep�onal at maths, but he is illequipped to interpret everyday life. He has never ventured alone beyond the end of his road;
he detests being touched and he distrusts strangers. But Christopher's detec�ve work,
forbidden by his father, takes him on a frightening journey that turns his world upside-down.
Title: Noughts and Crosses.

Genre: Drama.

Reading Age: 13+.

Outline: Sephy is a Cross: she lives a life of privilege and power. But she's lonely, and
burns with injus�ce at the world she sees around her. Callum is a nought: he's considered
to be less than nothing - a blanker, there to serve Crosses - but he dreams of a be�er life.
They've been friends since they were children, and they both know that's as far as it can
ever go. Noughts and Crosses are fated to be bi�er enemies - love is out of the ques�on.

Title: I am Malala.

Genre: Non-fic�on, autobiography.

Reading Age: 14+.

Outline: Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was
taught to stand up for what she believes in. So she fought for her right to be educated. On 9
October, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause. She was shot point-blank on her way
home from school. No one expected her to survive. Now, she is an interna�onal symbol of
peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize winner.

Shenley Safeguarding Team

You can raise a concern
anonymously, here:

‘We are here for you!’
Shenley Academy is pleased to announce its new Safeguarding Team who are committed
to the highest standards in protecting and safeguarding the children entrusted to our care.

Dr J Bartlett
Head of School

DSL Trained

Mrs K Kent

Mrs S Benham

Mr M Jennings

Pastoral Lead

Pastoral Lead
Deputy DSL

Assistant Head Teacher
Designated Safeguarding Officer

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Ms R Evans

Miss E Stevenson

Pastoral Lead
Designated Safeguarding Officer

Pastoral Lead
Designated Safeguarding Officer

Shenley Academy supports all children by:

Miss S Fletcher

Mr R Hutt

Pastoral Lead

Pastoral Lead

Designated Safeguarding Officer

Designated Safeguarding Officer

•

Establishing a caring, safe and
positive environment within the
academy

•

Responding to concerns for a child in
a timely and effective manner

•

Effectively tackling peer-on-peer
abuse

•

Supporting mental health and wellbeing

•

Promoting British Values across the
academy

Attendance Update
•

Please ensure your child attends every day, on time, equipped and ready to learn. Lesson time
begins at 8.30 am for years 7 & 8, 08:45 am for years 9 & 10, 09:00 am for year 11. Students
should be in the building 5 minutes before their start time. Students arriving after their start
time may be marked late or unauthorised for their morning mark. This will result in a sanction.

•

Please ensure the academy has up-to-date addresses and telephone numbers. We will contact you if your
child is absent and you have not contacted the academy. This ensures that the absence is quickly identified.

•

If your child is ill, please contact the academy on the first day of absence and provide an explanatory note
on their return to school.

•

If your child is self-isolating then we will ensure their current attendance will freeze at the point of selfisolation. The attendance figure includes any other absences authorised or unauthorised.

•

If no contact is received regarding the absence, it is recorded as unauthorised. Ultimately the academy is
responsible for deciding if the absence is acceptable or not. Only genuine absence will be authorised.

•

You will be asked to provide medical certificates if your child has a poor attendance record. This may also
result in a home visit being conducted by the academy.

•

If a student’s attendance falls below 90% they will be classed as Persistently Absent and this is a
serious cause for concern - an example of this could be taking one day off every 2 weeks.
Missing school will make your child fall behind and will impact on their academic progress
and achievement. As parents/ guardians, you play an essential role in supporting
attendance and ensuring your child has access to a full education; the school is required to
take action should a student’s attendance become a cause for concern. Such action may
include a Penalty Notice and possible prosecution by the Local Authority.

•

Please ensure that medical appointments are made outside of school time.

•

Holidays should not be taken in school time. Any Leave of Absence can only be agreed by the Head
Teacher and only agreed where there are exceptional circumstances.

•

Please respond to letters or telephone calls regarding attendance and punctuality.

•

Please contact your child’s form tutor if you are experiencing difficulty in getting your child into school.
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