
 

Welcome 
 

Welcome to the first edition of the “All About THE CURRICULUM” newsletter. Each half term 

we will update you on the latest information regarding the curriculum at Shenley Academy. 

You will receive information regarding what your child will be studying with a spotlight on a 

particular subject, in this edition the spotlight is on Geography. I really hope you enjoy reading 

this newsletter.  

 

Miss E Smith 

Senior Assistant Headteacher: Curriculum 

 

 

Baseline Assessments 
 

Before Easter all students in all year groups completed baseline assessments, the only 

exception was Core PE. These assessments were designed to identify specific knowledge gaps 

from the curriculum that was taught during the period of closure from Christmas to March. 

 

As a result of these assessments, students received explicit feedback on what they do and do 

not know. Each student has been given a colour coded slip, which is stuck in their books, this 

clearly identifies their knowledge gaps. Green indicated they are secure with that particular 

piece of knowledge and red is an area of development. Below is an example of the feedback 

slip. 

 

 
 



Your child’s class teacher has then put a package of support in place to close any gaps which 

will include Reteach lessons, bespoke homework and curriculum adjustments. In a Reteach 

lesson the teacher will address any misconceptions and provide the students with the 

opportunity to demonstrate their acquired knowledge. These lessons are done in red pen.  

Below is an example of what a Reteach lesson looks like in the book. 

 

 
 

 

Summer 1 Curriculum 

Below is a link to the summary table of what your child will be studying in this half term. Each 

subject is broken down into its components and there are hyperlinks for supporting 

resources. Resources such as knowledge organisers will be placed in a curriculum resources 

folder on the school website. These resources have been carefully selected by your child’s 

teachers as resources that can be used to best support your child at home.  

https://shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/curricular/our-curriculum-in-years-7-11/curriculum-

overviews/  
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Spot Light On Geography 
 

The Geography curriculum at Shenley Academy has been designed to ignite a passion for 

Geography amongst our students and this passion will remain with them for a lifetime. Our 

pedagogical approach follows constructivism and so our curriculum is designed towards 

helping students turn their everyday knowledge of the world into powerful knowledge that 

will change the way they see the world around them. This approach does not disadvantage 

the disadvantaged, it aims to help all students develop accurate mental maps of the world as 

prior knowledge of world never assumed, and the development of cultural capital is 

embedded throughout. 

 

 

 
 



Our helix curriculum ensures that each topic our students studies links nicely onto the next, 
helping them to build up their knowledge term by term. Also, every topic will relate to one of 
the key concepts in Geography: Environments, Place, Scale, Change, Sustainability and  
Inter-relationships and students will therefore revisit each of these key concepts each year.  

 

Students’ curiosity is also encouraged by the use of ‘Driving Questions’ not only for topics (see 
helix curriculum) but also for each lesson.  

 

The curriculum is also designed in response to current global affairs, with the key areas of 
study: Africa, Asia and South America being chosen due to their emerging importance within 
the world. 

 

Overall, students are given the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills and knowledge 
which ultimately enable them to explain how the Earth’s features are shaped, interconnected 
and altered over time at a variety of scales by ‘thinking like a Geographer’.  

 

Learning is sequenced to ensure that students are able to 'layer' knowledge over time and to 
help with this they will be encouraged to make links between individual topics. This is aided 
through the re-visiting of content within our ‘The Big Picture’ composite at the end of each 
year where students apply their knowledge to answer three ‘Big Picture’ questions based on 
three key geographical concepts, the questions are as follows:  
- How do places differ across the Earth? 
- How is life on Earth under threat? 
- How is the Earth becoming more sustainable? 
 

Miss H Turton 

Head of Geography 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Extra-Curricular 
 

We are pleased and excited to share with you that we have re-launched our extra-curricular 

programme. These clubs have been organised with COVID controls and procedures in place 

for each club and there are a maximum number of students who able to attend each club. 

Clubs will run on a set day for each year group and will finish at 4:15pm unless stated 

otherwise. Below is the full list of extra-curricular clubs that are currently on offer. 

 

 
 

If you wish your child to attend please encourage them to speak to lead member of staff who 

will provide your child with a permission slip. 

 

Extra-curricular is an important part of young people’s personal development and supports 

their mental health and well-being. We are confident that we can provide this limited 

provision in a safe way and will be looking to offer further opportunities when it is safe to do 

so. 

 

Mr N Vaughan 

Assistant Headteacher of Faculty: PE and Health  

 



Careers 
 

*NEW* Careers focus: ‘Hot chocolate with…’  

 

We are excited to announce a new 

initiative that we have recently introduced 

here at Shenley. As part of our ongoing 

careers program students are having 

regular contact with guest speakers from a 

wide range of professions. Before Easter 

Mr Choudhury who is National Director of 

Education at E-ACT visited the academy to 

welcome Dave Brown from Samaritans. 

Mr Brown talked through his career 

journey from school, through a STEM 

degree and career in engineering, before a 

move into the charity sector and supporting mental health. This was of particular interest to 

our new student mental health ambassadors who asked many articulate and insightful 

questions. We are looking forward to welcoming many more guest speakers, allowing every 

student at Shenley Academy to be inspired and informed. Recently, a group of year 8 students 

listened to the career journey of Paul Tucker, who has had many successes working in 

different capacities within the local community. We have other virtual talks in the pipeline, 

including a dentist, journalist and accountant! These meaningful encounters will allow our 

young people to hear from experienced professionals in different fields, helping them to 

gather information on their future options available to them. 

 

If any parents or carers would like to get involved with this initiative and share their career 

journey with some of our students, please get in touch! 

 

Attention all Parents and Carers! 

 

It can be overwhelming knowing how to support our young 

people with their next steps when leaving school. With so 

much information and choices to be made, ‘The Parents’ 

Guide To’ provides parents and carers with the information 

they need to help their teenage children make the right 

choices to create successful futures after GCSE and further 

education. The online guides are designed to inform, 

involve and guide parental support. They include the most 

up to date information on topics such as apprenticeships, 

universities and revision techniques. 

No matter what year group your child is in, please take the 

time to read some of the fantastic information in this guide. 

A copy can be found on the National Careers Week website:   



https://nationalcareersweek.com/download/24531/ 

If you would prefer a paper copy, please email Miss Stevenson who will arrange one to be 

posted out to you or pass on to your child. 

 

Year 10 Unifest 2021! AimHigher!  

 

Year 10 students could be eligible for a fantastic free  

opportunity to find out more about University. Unifest 2021 

usually runs as a residential visit in the summer, but with 

current COVID restrictions, they have amended their 

programme to include a number of virtual events in different 

areas of interest. This programme is available via student 

application forms that would need support from the 

parent/carer. There are a number of universities that are 

involved for you to choose from when you apply: 

 

Aston University: STEM Saturdays. 3rd and 10th July 

 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Saturdays will consist of a series 

of different STEM taster sessions which students can choose between. Each session will 

consist of an exciting challenge for students to complete in order to be entered into 

competitions to win some amazing prizes. Alongside this, students will get advice from real 

life Aston University students in a student life talk and Q&A session. 

 

University of Worcester: Psychology, Criminals and Convictions. 10th and 11th July 

 

This exciting summer school will give your child the opportunity to experience what it is like 

being a student at university via participation in sessions on Law, Developmental Psychology, 

Criminology and Policing. They will get a taste of the state of the art facilities such as a mock 

court room so they can see how Law Practitioners work. Students will learn from academic 

experts who will share with them what it is like to speak in court and what to do when 

presenting evidence collected at a crime scene. They will also get a perspective into the minds 

of criminals to explore why crimes are committed in the first place.  

 

University College Birmingham: Glow Up – Beauty, Special Effects and Aesthetics. 3rd and 

10th July 

 

Has your child ever thought about working alongside professional make up artists or pursuing 

a career in TV, theatre and production? University College Birmingham’s summer school will 

give them a rare insight into a range of pathways that lead to a variety of creative service 

careers within this growing industry. Students will gain first hand experience by participating 

in course related activities such as character creation and have the opportunity to showcase 

the work you have created. This will be led by our lecturers, industry experts and guest 

speakers. The academic teams and industry experts will discuss with them the extensive 

https://nationalcareersweek.com/download/24531/


careers available in Special Effects, Hair and Media Make up and Aesthetics. Whether your 

child is thinking about becoming a skincare consultant, make up artist or an aesthetics 

practitioner, they will get a unique flavour of how exciting university life can be. 
 

University of Birmingham: Your Future, Your Choice. 27th June and 4th July 
 

Is your child interested in going to university, but not really sure what they want to study? 

Your Future, Your Choice will allow you to find out what possibilities await you! Students will 

experience attending university workshops where the universities academic staff will deliver 

fun, engaging and eye-opening sessions from a wide range of subjects that they can study at 

UoB.  

 

Newman University: Workout Your Goals. 8th and 9th July 
 

Each day of this UniFest event is designed for students to experience different areas in the 

sporting field. They will have the chance to learn from current sport academics, train in the 

shoes of an athlete from your own home, and learn about where a sports degree can take 

you in the future. They will gain first hand experience in the different pathways and careers 

in the sports industry. They will learn about the routes into sports degrees at university and 

to which careers they can lead. Explore what it would take to become an expert in the field, 

such as a coach, teacher or athlete from current professionals. 
 

Birmingham City University: Create Your Future. 14th and 15th July 
 

How do you create a sustainable product and how can a degree link to this discipline? With 

sustainability becoming more important in our everyday lives, Birmingham City University 

wants to offer students the opportunity to explore this further across different creative 

industries in fun, interactive workshops in different areas of design including jewellery, 

fashion, textiles, architecture, art, theatre and events. 
 

To see if you are eligible and to apply, use the following link: 

https://aimhigherwm.ac.uk/unifest/ 
  

Feedback 
 

We really do hope that you all engage with some of the mentioned opportunities as it really 

is a fantastic way to inspire and motivate our young people. As always, we welcome both 

parent and student feedback so please email any comments or reviews of any of the 

mentioned events to: Elizabeth.stevenson@e-act.org.uk 
 

Miss E Stevenson 

Year 10 Pastoral Support Manager and Careers Leader 

 

 

 

https://aimhigherwm.ac.uk/unifest/
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Personal Development  
 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education is currently taught within our tutor 

program each morning. In these sessions pupils develop the knowledge, skills and attributes 

they need to manage their lives, now and in the future. These skills and attributes help pupils 

to stay healthy, safe and prepare them for life and work in modern Britain. Furthermore, these 

skills will support pupils in achieving their academic potential, and leave Shenley academy 

equipped with skills they will need throughout later life.  Our planned program of regular 

lessons has covered a wide range of content such as media literacy; drugs and alcohol; 

equality and prejudice; and health. Careers also plays a central role within are curriculum. The 

knowledge learned will help student develop skills and attributes they need to thrive as 

individuals, family members and members of society. From making responsible decisions 

about alcohol to succeeding in their first job, PSHE education helps pupils to manage many of 

the most critical opportunities, challenges and responsibilities they will face growing up. We 

believe that parents welcome a partnership between home and schools which supports their 

children’s personal and social development, and helps deal with issues of increasing 

complexity such as those related to mental health and staying safe, both online and offline. 

 

PSHCE also encompasses Sex and relationships education (SRE) which involves learning about 

the emotional, social and physical aspects of growing up, relationships, sex, human sexuality 

and sexual health. Some aspects are taught in our science curriculum. Our PSHCE curriculum 

is age appropriate and builds on previous knowledge and development. Within Key stage 

three our curriculum is aimed in supporting most children, who will be entering puberty and 

will be interested in hormones and how they will be affected by them. They will also want to 

know about the difference between sexual attraction and love, and whether it is normal to 

be attracted to someone of the same gender. This will develop in year 10 as pupils will be 

interested to know what they should expect of a relationship and may want more information 

on contraception, sexual health and how to access services. They will want to know more 

about coping with strong feelings and the pressure to have sex. They may want to learn more 

about being gay, bisexual or transgender and to discuss gender stereotyping, violence, 

exploitation, the law and discrimination.  

 

We also hope that these sessions will help embed our school values: Aspiration, Resilience, 

Respect, Responsibility, Tolerance. This will allow us to meet our mantra: Building Futures, 

Changing Lives. Below is the overview of the current long term plan: 

 

 

 



 
 

Mr D Thacker-Smith 

Assistant Headteacher: Personal Development 

 

 

We hope you have enjoyed the first edition of “All about THE CURRICULUM”. If you have any 

questions regarding the curriculum, please do not hesitate to contact myself using the email: 

emma.smith1@e-act.org.uk 

 

Miss E Smith 

Senior Assistant Headteacher: Curriculum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:emma.smith1@e-act.org.uk

