
 

Welcome 
 

In this half term’s edition of “All about the curriculum” we will be sharing with you how your 

child knows they are doing well and how their work is marked including literacy. 

 

 

Marking and Feedback: How do I know my child is doing well? 

 
Feedback is critical in supporting students to identify what they know, what their 

misconceptions are and to provide support to enable them to make progress. Throughout the 

lesson there are multiple opportunities for the students to receive feedback both written and 

verbal.  

 

Knowledge Retrieval Starters 

 

At the start of the lesson the students complete a knowledge retrieval starter. The aim of this 

activity is to support the student’s long term memory. Below is an example from science. 

 

 
 

Students are expected to write in full sentences and correct any knowledge they cannot recall. 

If students are scoring high marks on these questions, then their ability to recall knowledge is 

strong.  

 



Independent Work 

 

Throughout the lesson students are given the opportunity to demonstrate their 

understanding and gain feedback. After each teacher modelling phase, the students complete 

an activity, these activities are designed to identify misconceptions and address them quickly. 

Below is an example from a year 8 science book. 

 

 
 

 

The Plenary 

 

At the end of the lesson the students complete a plenary; this is an opportunity for the 

student to demonstrate the knowledge they have acquired during the lesson. This plenary 

can take many forms, for example, a GCSE exam question or an exit ticket linked to the “Big 

Question” from the lesson. Below is an example from science. 

 

 
 

A model solution is shared with the students and they are expected to red pen their answer 

and add missing knowledge.  



Assessment Feedback and Reteach 

 

Every two to three weeks, students complete an assessed piece of work in all of their subjects. 

These assessments are aligned to the curriculum and are designed to identify specific 

knowledge gaps.  

 

Following the assessment the students receive explicit feedback on what they know and what 

they need to do to improve. They are supported to close the gaps through reteach lessons.  

Below is an example of a what a reteach lesson looks like in a maths book.  

 

 
 

The focus of the lesson was calculating the perimeter of semi-circles. The students are 

retaught how to calculate the perimeter of a semi-circle and misconceptions are addressed. 

Students then have another opportunity to attempt the question from the assessment and 

are given feedback.  

 

 

Summer 2 Curriculum 

Below is a link to the summary table of what your child will be studying in this half term. Each 

subject is broken down into its components and there are hyperlinks for supporting 

resources. Resources such as knowledge organisers will be placed in a curriculum resources 

folder on the school website. These resources have been carefully selected by your child’s 

teachers as resources that can be used to best support your child at home.  

https://shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/curricular/our-curriculum-in-years-7-11/curriculum-

overviews/  

 

 

 

https://shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/curricular/our-curriculum-in-years-7-11/curriculum-overviews/
https://shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk/curricular/our-curriculum-in-years-7-11/curriculum-overviews/


The Importance of Literacy 
 

As an academy we endeavour to ensure that all students have high levels of literacy that is 

appropriate to their age. This is to be achieved via students reading widely and often across 

all subjects and receiving effective and cohesive teaching across the curriculum.  

 

This application and practise should enable pupils to develop and apply a wide range of skills 

to great effect, in reading, writing and communication. At Shenley Academy, we see that 

literacy supports progress; better literacy leads to improved self-esteem, motivation and 

behaviour and it allows students to learn independently. 

 

Students books and formal assessments should be marked using the literacy codes below. 

 

Literacy Area Margin Code 

Capital letters are incorrect or missing C 

Punctuation is incorrect or missing P 

There is a spelling error S 

The sentence does not make sense due to grammatical errors G 

 

Capital Letters 

 

If a capital letter is incorrect or missing, the teacher will identify when the incorrect casing 

has been used (circled in green) and marked with a ‘C’ in the margin. The students are 

expected to correct it using a red pen.  

 

 
 

Punctuation 

 

If punctuation has been used incorrectly (for example, an apostrophe is present when it 

shouldn’t be) or is missing when it should be there, the teacher will correct it in green pen 

on the student’s work and mark it with a ‘P’ in the margin.  

 

 



Spelling 

 

If a word has been spelt incorrectly, the teacher will write the correct spelling in green close 

to the word in the student’s work, or in the margin. It will be marked with an ‘S’ in the 

margin. The students will be expected to write out the spelling three times in the margin. 

 

 
 

Grammar 

 

If a grammatical error has been made and the sentence does not make sense, the teacher 

will correct it on the student’s work and mark ‘G’ in the margin. This error may be: 

• No full stop 

• Incorrect use of tenses 

• Inappropriate ‘slang’ 

 

 
 

If you would like further information regarding literacy and the reading intervention strategies 

we deliver at Shenley Academy, please do not hesitate to contact myself using the email: 

melanie.sturley@e-act.org.uk 

 

Ms M Sturley 

Senior Lead Practitioner 
 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this half term’s edition of “All about the curriculum”. If you have 

any questions regarding the curriculum, please do not hesitate to contact myself using the 

email: emma.smith1@e-act.org.uk 

 

Miss E Smith 

Senior Assistant Headteacher: Curriculum 
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